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FORWARD

This booklet deals with Lake County and the future of
its agriculture. In it are contained reports covering all seg-
ments of agriculture, as well as youth programs and rural
living. These reports are the results of several mnoths
activities of ten committees involving more than 120 people
from various sections of he county.

Each report contains a brief situation statement, a
resume of the major problems and some recommendations
or improving the situation and solving the problems.

Committee recommendations are aimed at making those
adjustments necessary to keep abreast of changes which
they forsee in the 10 years immediately ahad.

The nucleus for this important planning activity was
the Lake County Agricultural Planning Council. Extension
Agents acted as resource people and served as committee
secretaris.- Othr Oregon State College Extension staff mem-
bers suppLied background data and assisted as resource
people.

The conference is a continuation of the long.term plan-
ning program begun with the people of Lake County in
1936 and reported again in 1947.

It is the Planning Council's hope that the facts, trends
and recommendations set forth in this book will be useful
to the people of Lake County and to those contemplating
taking residence here.

Special attention is directed to the section entitled
"This is Lake County."

We acknowledge the cooperation and support of the
Lake County Court in providing funds for publication of
this booklet.

Sincere thanks goes to the many people who participat-
ed in this important planning activity.

Lake County Agricultural Planning Council
0. M. Shullanberger, Chairmcm
Oris Rudd, General Secretary
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YOUTH

Margaret aley, Ch.
Don Allen
Hazel Van Cleave
Janet Nunley
Bill Harbison
Rose Cleland
Bob Howard
Mrs. Harry Schadler
Mrs. Calvin Dent
Mrs. M. F. Remsen
Mrs. Herbert Carroll
Barbara Green
Mrs. Mike Palmer
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Peay
Shirley Stewart
Rhea Garrett
Dan Heavilin
Betty Elliott

LAND USE

Ray Johnson, Ch.
R. A. Long
Van Withers
Charles Crump
Con Flynn
Ray Stanfield
Raymond Fisher
C. W. Ogle
Paul Brattain -

Planning Council
General Chairman: 0. M. Shullanberger
Vice Chairman and Land Use: Raymond Johnson
Crops: J. W. Ogle
Dairy, Hogs and Poultry: Homer Baitwin
Beef: L. A. Withers
Sheep: George Manning
Home and Community: Grace Williams
Youth: Margaret Kaley
Conservation and Irrigation: Tom Crawford
Horticulture. Bob Bennett
Marketing: Ralph Williams

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PARTICIPATING IN THE 1958
PLANNING CONFERENCE
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Con Lynch
Don Simms
Will Vernon
Fred Fisher -
Con Tay]or '

Don Fitzgerald
Cressler Robinson
Jack Nicol
Doug Elder
Clarance Tracy
R. L. Weir, Sr.

CROPS

J. W. Ogle,Ch. "
Ray Padget
Roy Perry
Elmo Angele
Andy Hill
Chet Clark
Everett Becraft
Howard Gilson
H. C. Harris
Glenn Tingley
Jerry Barry, Jr.
Walt Cory
Casey Jones
Bill Pfrang
Robert Brown
Richard Weekly
Charles Jamieson



HOME & COMM.

Grace Williams, Ch.
Fannie Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Crummett
M. & Mrs. Geo. Canon
Mr. & Mrs. Al Withers
Charley Crump
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Fossum
Louise Oakley
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Growl
Mrs. Tom Conway
Florence Schofield
Mrs. Richard Weekly
Mrs. Robert Brown
Helen Parks
Eleanor Long

BEEF

L. A. Withers, Ch.
Bob Weir, Jr. -
Warren Maxwell
Ben Vernon
Erwin Abramson
Ray Stanfield
Con Lynch
Dan Warnock
Dan Schumacher
Jess Roberts
Glenn Harvey
Jack Nicol
Clarence Dallas
Bill Lane

SHEEP

Geo. Manning, Ch.
Walt Leehmann, Jr.
Con Flynn
Neal Elliott
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Don Simms
Melvin Johnson
John Withers
Clyde Fenimore
Andy Hill
W. F. Gerlits
Roy Lee
Tom Crawford

CROPS MICTG.

Ralph Williams, Ch.
Lloyd Warner
Ernie Giersdorf
Jess Faha
Orla Shullaniberger
Glenn Smith
Roy Peterson
Ira Bolton
Frank Padget
Clyde Fenimore

DAIRY, HOGS & POULTRY

Homer Baldwin, Ch.
J. W. Ogle
R. H. Kerr
Melvin Johnson
Lawrence Knoke
Truman Hartzog .
George Jaska
Tom Goss

IRRIG. & CONS.

Tom Crawford, Ch.
R. L. Weir, Jr.
Roy Perry
Ira Bolton
Jess Roberts '
Clarence Dallas



THIS IS LAKE COUNTY. OREGON

A land of large lakes, tall tim-
ber, and rugged rangelands dot-
ted with grazing cattle and sheep
that's the past, present, and
future of Lake County, Oregon.

Lake county lies in the cen-
tral part of southern Oregon,
about 200 miles inland from the
Pacific Ocean. It is bounded by
Kiamath county on the west,
Deschutes county on the north,
Harney county on the east, and
the state of California on the
south. The county measures
about 80 miles wide and 130
miles long, and contains ove!
5 million acres of rugged timber-
lands, grass-covered rangelands,
fertile valleys, and large lakes.

Valleys in the county range
from 4200 to 5000 feet in eleva-
tion, and the highest mountain
in the county measures 8446
feet above sea level. The coun-
ty is part of the "high country"
in Oregon, and as a result, cli-
mate is definitely a limiting
factor in crops that can be
grown. Weather r ec o r d s at
Lakeview, the principal town in
the county, show an average
growing season of 100 days frost
free, with 127 days average be-
tween killing frosts. Day time
temperatures average from 80 to
95 degrees in the summer, and
25 to 40 degrees in the winter,
with occasional sub-zero tern-
peratu res recorded.

Precipitation in the county
averages below 8 inches a year
in some areas, and above 20
inches annually in the moun-
tains. At Lakeview, precipita-
tion has averaged 14 inches per
year. But water that falls tends

6

to stay in the.county, as streams
from the forested areas flow in-
to the valley floors with almost
no drainage out of the county
except along the western border.
These streams make crop pro-
duction, pincipally livestock
feed, possible in spite of the arid
climate.

Soils in the county have de-
veloped from weathered volcanic
material, and from lake bed
sediments. Marshy areas may
also contain accumulations of
organic materials called peat.
The better soils will pro:duce
grain and hay without irriga-
tion, bat in general, irrigation
is required for most efficient
production Soil textures include
sandy barns, silt loam, sandy
clay loam, and peat.

Lake county was created by
the Oregon State Legislature on
October 24, 1874, with land tak-
en from Wasco and Jackson
counties. At that time, the
county also contained what is
now Kiamath county. It was
named Lake County because of
the number of large lakes with-
in or partly within its borders.
These lakes incloded Klarnath
Lake, Lake A'bert, Summer Lake,
Goose Lake, Silver Lake, and
the lakes of the Warner Valley.

Lakeview was chosen county
seat after being named at a
citizens meeting in 1876, and a
post office was established there
that year. Goose Lake was
larger in those days and the wa-
ter came near to townhence
the name.

The State Legislature separat-



ed Kiamath county from Lake
county in 1882.

Lake county has changed lit-
tle in appearance since it was
first viewed by General John C.
Fremont and his party, includ-
ing the famous Kit Carson, on
a winter's day in 1843. Fre-
mont's party had traveled south
from the Columbia River, and
reached the Winter Ridge over-
looking the Summer Lake val-
ley on December 16.

A few years later, cattlemen
followed the Fremon't footsteps
and herds of cattle were soon
spilling over the ranges of the
area. Sheepmen were quick to
follow, and the grazing industry
that was to be the backbone of
the county was established.
These livestock men found, and
still find, the desert grasses, the
mountain meadows, and the
abundant w a t e r particularly
suited to the raising of live-
stock.

About three-fourths of the
county is now in federal lands,
all of which are used for graz-
ing. This federal land is in
National Forests or low.value
desert-sage type grasslands. Pri-
vately-owned land is used to
provide winter feed for live-
stock, with 'the national forests
used for summer range and the
other federal lands, n-iost of
which are administered by the
Bureau of Land Management,
used for late fall, early winter,
and early spring grazing.

The livestock industry brings
in more than three-fourths of
the agriculture income of Lake
county, averaging about $3,741,-
000 a year.
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The other portion of the coun-
ty's agricultural income, about
$1,282,000 a year comes from
farm crops. Grain, seeds. pota-
ties, and hay for sale are the
chief farm crops grown. Fruits
and vegetables are also grown
in the county, but almost en-
tireyl for home use.

Irrigation is very important in
the raising of farm crops in
Lake county, with about 100,000
acres u n d e r recorded water
rights. But at present, only 13,-
000 acres of this land is under
reservoirs with a controlled flow
of water all season. There is
great p r o m i s e, however, in
pumping from wells as a means
of increasing the acreage in the
county under season-long irriga-
tion.

Timber provides another ma-
jor source of income in the coun-
ty. Total income from timber
is at present the largest source
of business life in Lake county.
The annual cut from federal
timberland has been running
about 50 million board feet, with
these timberlands 'being man-
aged on a sustained yield basis.
The forests support four saw-
mills, two box factories, two
planing mills, and a moulding
plant.

This lumber industry provides
jobs for 'about one-fourth of the
workers in the county. This, in
turn, creates a rather unstable
social condition, since it creates
a small "floating" population
that follows the mills and mill
work, requiring special atten-
tion from school administrators
and business men.

Tourists and hunters also pro-
vide an important source of in-



come in the county. Hunters
more than double the poulation
of the county during deer sea-
son, and goose and duck hunt-
ing also bring large numbers
of sportsmen into the county.
Fishing is another major at-
traction, with 0O miles of fish-
ing streams and seven lakes
tempting anglers to try their
luck. Rainbow trout, small
mouthed bass, crappie, perch,
and catfish are found in abund-
ance.

The county's geological forma-
tions are also attracting visitors.
An abundance of arrow heads,
thunder eggs, Hart Mountain
modules, fire opal, sunstones,
and petrified wood are found in
the southern part of the coun-
ty. Uranium was discovered in
1955. Abert Rim, an earth fault
over 2000 feet high and 30 miles
long; Fort Rock, a vast fortress-
like formation; Old Perpetual
Geyser, the only continuous
geyser in America, shoots 200 de-
gree water 69 feet in the air;
and Hart Mountain Antelope
refuge, home of the largest herd
of prong-homed antelope on the
American continent, are other
interesting spots that attract
many tourists each year.

Three excellent highways pro.
vide easy entry to the county.
U. S. highway 395 comes into
the county from the northeast
and the south. Oregon state
highway 31 comes in from the
northwest, and state highway
66 comes in from Klamath Falls
on the west. All told, there are
290 miles of state highway in
Lake county.

Three truck lines provide daily
service to and from major Ore-
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gon and California points. Bus
service travels through the coun-
ty, and a branch of the South-
ern Pacific railroad comes in
from the south and terminates
at Lakeview. There is also a
municipal airport at Lakeview,
with two 5000 foot runways that
can be lighted for night flying.

Lakeview is the principal
town and trading center, and
the county seat for Lake county.
Population of the town is ap-
proixately 3100. It is also one
of the highest towns in Oregon.
A benchmark in the county
courthouse indicates an eleva-
tion oif 4800 feet above sea level.

The county was originally
settled by people of Irish decent,
and old-ithe ranchers' and farm-
ers' names have long been used
as names of roads and loca-
tions. A large portion of the
agricultural lands in the coun-
ty are still operated by descend-
ents of the original homestead-
ers.

Population of Lake county was
estimated at 7040 in 1955. One
weekly newspaper, published in
Lakeview, serves the people of
the county. There is one radio
and no TV stations in the county.

Eleven school districts in the
county have a total enrollment
of about 1500 children. The two
high schools in the county are
located at Lakeview and Pais-
ley. Lakeview also has a junior
high school.

Churches in the county, listed
in approximate order of mem-
bership, include the Catholic,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Latter Day
Saints. Episcopal, Methodist.



Lutheran, Church of the Open
Bible, Christian Science and As-
sembly of God.

Lake county people are active
in community work and spon-
sor and eIong to many organiza-
tions. Most important in the
lives of the agricultural folk
are the six Granges, Pomona
Grange, and the Farm Bureau.
Other organizations in the coun-
ty i n c 1 u d e BPOE, Masons,
Knights of Columbus, IOOF, Re-

LAND USE COMMITTEE REPORT

Raymond Johnson. Chairman

Proper land use is basic to and agricultural economy, and has
many facets. The kllowing are areas of land use considered by
the committee toward guiding future use of Lake County's land
and resources.

The Land Use Committee covers a broad field and has been
an active committee through the years. During the winter of 1956-
57 this committee held a series of local communIty meetings to set
land values for the guidance of the Tax Commission people. The
Tax Commission workers adjusted the values somewhat, however,
before they arrived at a value figure for their use.

We recommend that the Land Use Committee, and others in-
terested, review land values with the tax people from time to time.

LAKE COUNTY LAND VALUES

bekahs, FOE, Eastern Star,
Lions, Rotary, Soroptimists, Bus-
iness and Professional Women,
Jaycees, American Legion, VFW,
Disabled American Veterans,
4-H Club, Scouts, FFA, Jab's
Daughters, DeMolay, University
Women, and 4-H Leaders As-
sociation.

Lake County is a good place
to live. The people here are
noted for their friendliness and
true western hospitality.

Land Class
Irrig. Past. & Range

Irrigated Meadow Dry Mtn. Meadow Land
I. 150.00 I. 125.00 I. 80.00 I. 65.00 I. 1.50

IL 110.00 II. 90.00 II. 65.00 II. 40.00 II. 3.00
III. 90.00 III. 75.00 III. 50.00 HI. 5.00
IV. 65.00 IV. 40.00 IV. 35.00

V. 20.00



Development of Warner Valley

The committee recommends
the continued study and review
of the prdblem of developing
lands in Warner Valley by the
State Game Commission, recog-
nizing the need for protecting
individual water rights and
keeping lands on the county tax
rolls.

Seeding Rang'e4 Important

The value of range improve-
ment by brush removal and re-
seeding has been effectively
demonstrated in Lake County.
It is the consensus of this com-
mittee that most ranchers are
reseeding adapted rangelands as
fast as they are financially able
to do so.

There is available adequate
information to enable a rancher
to do an effective reseeding job,
from the standpoint of methods,
techniques, and adapted forage
varieties. There is still need
for further research into the
problem of brush eradication.

The committee recommends
that ranchers make definite
plans to clear and reseed range-
land as fast as it is financially
feasible to do so.

We further recommend that
federal agencies concerned with
range management allocate as
much money as possible to
range improvement.
Porcupine Control

Recognizing the damage in-
flicted annually to the county's
timber resource by porcupines,
this committee investigated what
is being done by way of con-
trol of this costly pest.

Forest Service reports show
2,947 porcupines killed on forest-
land during the fiscal year end-
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ing June 30, 1957. These kills
were accomplished incidentally
as personnel went about their
regular work.

The committee recognizes a
definite need for effective por-
cupine control, and recommends
that the possibilities of setting
up a porcupine bounty be in.
vestigated thoroughly. It was
revealed that the U. S. Forest
Service and private timber in-
terests were conducting research
to find successful control meas-
ures. Private timber interests
have expressed a willingness to
contribute to a porcupine bounty
program.

Irrigated Pastures Endorsed

Irrigated pastures have a def-
inite place in the livestock econ-
omy of Lake County. As the
trend toward farm flock sheep
develops, 'the well managed,
improved irrigated pasture will
become more valuable. For the
dairyman, the value of good
pasture has long been recognized.

The committee recommends
the establishment and proper
management of good irrigated
pasture wherever practical in
any livestock operation. The
committee points out, further,
that adequate water and con-
trol of that water are essential
for maximum pasture produc-
tion.

Christmas Tree Production

Interest in Christmas tree pro-
duction is growing. The For-
est Service reports strong de-
mand for available trees.



Following is a report of the 32 Christmas tree sales on the Fre-
mont Forest in 1957.
Lodtge Pole Pine 3,400 @ .05 per tree $ 170.00
White Fir 20,119 @ .86 per tree 17,368.45

23,519 $17,538.45

(White fir bids ranged from $.75 to 2.03 per tree.)

The committee encourages the
estalishment to trial plantings
on adapted sites to learn wheth-
er or not Christmas tree varieties
will grow in the farmland area.

Persons contemplating Christ-
inas tree planting should get
professional advice before or-

dering trees or preparing the
site.

The Conservation Reserve pro-
gram offers a good opportunity
for getting a Christmas tree
planting started.

Timber Resource Important

A federal Timber Unit, set up
and operated by the U. S. Forest
Service on a sustained-yield
basis, provides about 50,000,000
board feet of timber to be mill-
ed in the county each year. The
committee recognizes the value
of this timber unit to our econ-
omy, and recommends its con-
tinued operation on a sustained-
yield basis.

We further recommend con-
tinued study and effort toward
development of a processing in-
dustry to uitilize present timber
waste products and timber spe-
cies not now considered com-
mercially important.

Farm to Market Roads
In a county as large as Lake

County, the development and
maintenance of an adequate
road system presents many prob -
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lems. This committee recom-
mends the continued develop-
ment and improvement of ade-
quate farm-to-market roads as
rapidly as possible. We recom-
mend the completion of the
Winnemucca road.

Part Time Farming
The number of part-time farms

in the county is increasing. The
committee recognized that there
are advantages as well as dis-
advantages, which should be
considered with the part-time
farm. It may work well in con-
junction with a job in the sea-
sonal timber industry.

People should not be discour-
aged, particularly, but those ocn-
sidering part-time farms should
investigate carefully all factors
involved, in view of their in-
dividual situation.

Corporation Farming

The committee discussed the
development of corporation f arm-
ing over the county generally.
It will probably 'be slow to take
hold in Lake County because of
the nature of our agriculture.
Farmers and ranchers should
become familiar with advant-
ages and disadvantages of it,
and weigh them carefully be-
fore gettin tied up on any con-
tracts.



IRRIGATION & CONSERVATION COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Crafword, Chairman

The soil is our only non-de-
pleting resource. It can improve
with use. The Nation is losing
one million acres a year of it
to living and traveling space.
It will have to produce long
after we have mined all the
coal, iron, oil, and uranium. We
should look to its conservation as
the measure and staff of pros-
perity. For agricultural pur-
poses, soil and water are inter-
dependent on each other.

The conservation and proper
use of Lake County's soil and
water resource is the aim of this
committee. The agricultural in-
come of Lake County can be
doubled by maximum beneficial
use of the known water supply.
The introduction of water con-
trol, in conjunction with alfalfa
and tame grasses upon our 98,-
690 acres of meadow hay land,
would be one big step toward
doubling the production and in-
come of Lake County. To do
this would require an invest-
ment of $100 per acre.

The 98,690 acres of meadow-
land are averaging a water use
of 2.8 acre feet (19-year aver-
age) from the 1st of March to
the 1st of July. This is enough
water, if controlled, to raise two
crops of good alfalfa. The alf-
alfa land under Drews Reservoir
uses approximately 2.7 acre feet
per acre. Drews and Cottonwood
Reservoirs supply water to 10,-
600 acres of hay and grain land
upon which there has been an
average of 2.43 acre feet per
acre from April to October dur-
ing the last six years. Thomp-
son Reservoir and Silver Creek

supply water to about 000
acres of meadow hay land at
the rate of 3 acres feet per acre.
Anna River supplies water to
about 3,500 acres of mostly mea-
dow hay at 3 acre feet per acre.
The total controlled delivery of
water, then, is confined to 19,-
100 acres.

About 5% of this area is level-
ed and shaped for most efficient
use of water. The Fort Rock
area has filed for 7,700 acres of
pumping rights. There are about
2,400 acres of pumping and ar-
tisian flow rights in the Goose
Lake Valley. There are 6,640
acres of flood water rights on
the State Game Commission
land at Summer Lake. There
are, in Lake County, approxi-
mately 114,000 acres of recorded
rights, of which 100,000 acres
could easily double their pro-
duction for many past years.
These could have had suficient
water, if controlled for 29 of the
last 36 years. These water
rights have had available to
them about 319,200 acre feet of
water each year from March to
July or 2.8 acre feet per acre.
The production of each of these
acres h'as probably been % of
a ton of poor quality hay. The
storage of the water going to
waste prior to March would pro-
vide another ¼ acre foot per
acre for use after July. The
poor quality hay could not pay
the storage and traansportation
cost of the water. An alfalfa
and tame grass operation would
have to be substituted. We be-
lieve it would pay its way and
make a profit. We must, there-



fore, recommend the storing of
water, if construction, operation,
and maintenance costs are less
than $15 per acre per year for
the 2.8 acre feet of water de-
livered.

The western watershed of
Goose Lake has been the site of
construction of five reservoirs
in the past four years. One of
these reservoirs has been con-
structed for the sole purpose of
raising fish, and one for irriga-
tion alone. The others are both
fish and irrigation. There is
litigation pretaining to storage
water rights on Deep Creek and
Twenty Mile at the present time.
We have seen the installation of
100 irrigation wells in the past
few ycars. Increased storage
facilities on Thomas and Cotton-
wood Creeks are attempted, with
several completions.

Many of the storage sights
are on public lands administer-
ed by the Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management.
Before plans are started for res-
ervoirs on these lands, the ad-
ministration agency should he
contacted so the requirements
for use and construction on
these lands is clearly under-
stood.

Recently there has een con-
structed many recreation facil-
ities for the sole purpose of ex-
ploiting the tourist dollar via
fish and game. We believe that
the recreational useof water
should not be consumptive, and
that the recreation and agricul.
tural uses of water are com-
patible and in the lest public
intedest. The exclusive use of
water in the Summer Lake and
Warner Valleys for waterfowl
is not consistent with good
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multi-purpose water manage-
ment. We recommend that the
principles of such use of water
be given careful consideration
in ll water development pro-
jects in Lake County.

Equitaible distribution a n d
proper application are basic to
efficent water use. We recognize
a need for more efficient use of
water and recommend the use
of moisture meters as effective
aids for greater, and more econ-
omical production. We endorse
aand encourage the use of all
mechanical water ocntrol de-
vices for equitable and efficent
water distribution.

Recently the Lakeview S. C. D.
has made application under
P. L. 566 for assistance in plan-
ning for development of the
North and East watersheds of
Goose Lake. We endorse this
action and recommend that all
agencies and groups lend their
support to this undertaking. If
the project is approved, the sur-
vey wilil e completed at no cost
to the local people. Upon its
completion, alternative plans
will e presented for watershed
development y local people, with
Federal aid.

Inadequate flood routing fa-
cilities are responsile for thou-
sands of dollars of damage in
the county every year. In the
spring of 1956, $44,000 was spent
restoring flood damage.

We recommend that adaquate
drainage and flood routing e
considered as integral parts of
any irrigation project, and that
special attention e given to cor-
recting existing drainage prob-
lems, particularly along Thomas
Creek.



HOME & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Grace Williams, Chairman

To achieve all the needs of
the home and the community in
the improvement of our stand-
ards of living requires our ac-
tive participation in church,
school, government and other
community organizations.

The Committee has spent much
time in the gathering of facts
and consideration of various al-
ternatives and feels that all its
recommendations and proposals
are sound and feasible.

It is recognized that organ-
ization and leadership are neces-
sary requirements for the ac-
complishment of any of these
goals, and these proposals were
made with the hope that some
of the existing organizations
would see their value, choose a
project and carry it to comple-
tion.

Community Dump Grounds

A survey of dump ground fa-
cilities indicates that only Lake-
view and Paisley have maintain-
ed dump grounds. Adel has an
area set aside but not main-
tained and the Westside has an
area which could be used if an
access bridge was built. Some
of the other communities have
dump areas resulting from com-
mon usage, with varying degrees
of maintenance.

Roadside dumping and dump-
ing on private and public land
is the result. This is a misde-
meanor and the County Court
suggest that reports of violations
be sent to the District Attorney,
who would contact the violators.
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The State Sanitarian acts in the
same capacity.

One fact that came to light
is that the Lakeview dump
ground is both a city and a coun-
ty dump ground and country
residents are urged tou se it.

Recommendation

The Committee recommends
that the County Court designate,
properly identify and maiotain
c o m m u n it y dump grounds
throughout the county, and en-
force their use. It further recom-
mended that periodical educa-
tional program about their lo-
cation, use, etc. be conducted.

Peddlers

Numerous reports from around
the County concerning question-
able peddlers caused the Com-
mittee to investigate this situa-
tion. These facts were learned:

Door to door soliciting by foot
or motor is peddling.
The Green River Law in force
in Lakeview prevents ped-
dling within the city limits.
Outside of the city limits, a
peddler's license and bond are
required. This a recent state
law applies to all counties.
A foot peddler must have a
$25.00 license and post a
$25.00 bond and a motorized
peddler must have a $100.00
license and post a $100.00
bond. These must be obtain-
ed from the County treasurer
before peddling in a county.
This law does not apply to

agricultural produce.



Recommendation

The Committee recommends
that when a peddler comes to
your home, you ask to see this
County issued peddlers license.
Also in questionable cases, it is
advisable to check With the
Chamber of Commerce as they
usually have more up-to-date
information on fraudulent ped-
dlers.

Rural Sunday Schools

The Committee found that sev-
eral communities were without
Sunday School Service for their
youngsters and that in some
cases a non - denominational
Sunday School would be de-
sirable.

Recommendation

Therefore the Committee rec-
ommended that those commun-
iteis without an organized Sun-
day School use the help avail-
able from the Oregon Council
of Churches and from the local
Ministerial Association to set up
any desired non-denominational
Sunday School.

Community Kindergarten

Many of the communities out-
side of Lakeview do not have a
Kindergarten available. Kin-
dergarten can give advantages
to the pre-school child and pre-
pare him for school. As the
pre-school population of many
communities comes in cycles
and with it the need for a kin-
dergarten, the Committee make
the following recommendation:

Recommendation

Parents in communities with-
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out a indergarten, and in need
of one, take advantage of the
help available to train volun-
teer Kindergarten teachers and
conduct community Kindergar-
ten classes.

County Health Nurse

Considerable rumors were pre-
valent regarding the status of
the health nurses office. This
position has been vacant for
sometime and rumors indicated
that it was vacant because
ther was no budget for it. How-
ever the Committee learned the
following:

There is a budget for the
health nurse as follows: $4800
salary, 1200 secretarial help,
$500 office expenses and $850
travel expense.
The funds not used have gone
back into the general fund.
The position requires a Reg-
istered Nurse with special
training. A R.N. could take
the job and receive the spe-
cial training at intervals.
Some of the services provid-
ed by a Health Nurse are:

Immunization clinics.
Eye, ear, nose and throat

clinics for school chil-
dren.
Nursing instruction.
Sanitation inspection.
A crippled childrens

service.
A retarded childrens

service.

Recommendation

In view of the Committee's in-
vestigations, it recommends that
a more vigorous effort be made
to fill the County Health Nurse
position 'by publicizing the op-
portunities, requirements, sal-



ary, and etc., using local pub.
licity and all available contacts.

Home Demonstration Agent

The need for a home agent
has long been felt in Lake Coun-

ty and the Committee again con-
sidered this situation. Investi-
gation showed some of the older
women did not feel the need for
a home agent, but that the
younger women and those re-
cently married were desirous of
the help a home agent could
provide.

Some of the areas in which a
home agent could provide help
are:

Home furnishings.
Foods and nutrition.
Creative crafts.
Home management.
(Budgets. insurance and
etc.)
4-H Home Economics
and many others,

A Home Demonstration Agent
would work both with individ-
ual farm and city homemakers
and with organized groups such
as Granges, etc. She would be
a big help in improving the
quality of Home Economics in
the 4.H program and could ar-
range training workshops for
such groups las Home Ec. Clubs,
4-H Leaders, and any interested
home maker, whether City or
Country.

Recommendation

For these and many other rea-
sons, the Committee recommends
continued effort to secure a
Home Demonstration Agent.
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Farm, Home and Traffic Safety

In reviewing fire occurance
and accidents in Oregon and
Lake County, it was learned that
Oregon was one of the most
dangerous states to live in.
Manay home fires were caused
by defective heating and faulty
flues and by unsafe storage of
flammalbie material. Annual
inspections prevent many of
these fires.

Many farm accidents causing
loss of liitib resulted from not
using guards for moving sproc-
kets and pulleys and examining
machinery while running.

Traffic accidents find over-
driving of headlights as a major
cause. Deer and livestock on
the roadway have caused many
collisions or overturns when
driving at excessive speed at
night or overdriving headlights.

The Committee did not make
a formal recommendation on thsi
situation, but urges every cit-
izen to promote farm, home and
iraffic safety.

Mail Box and Home Signs

A great many of the farms
and ranches in Lake County do
not have names on their mail
boxes o- have farm or ranch
signs. Some farm and ranch
signs have been put up at road
junctions and have proven very
helpful and attractive, although
keeping the signs current is a
problem. However, many homes
do not have any identification on
their mail box or on a farm or
ranch sign.

The committee learned that
postal regulations require that
a mail box have a name let-
tered thereon, before mail need
be delivered.



Recommendation

To make the location of peo-
ple easier throughout the coun-
ty, the committee recommends
that mail boxes be painted with
the residents name and that
farm and ranch signs be erected
also.

It is further suggested that
the 4-H Club department or
other organization undertake
this as a fund raising project.

Recreation and Tourist Facilities

Since Booth and Chandler
State Parks have bee" .'1osed

CROPS COMMITTEE REPORT
J. w. Ogle, Chairman

Crops production in Lake
County is geared primarily to
the livestock industry, which
provides almost 80% of the agri-
cultural income of the county.
Total estimated crops income
for 1957 amounted to just under
one million dollars. 02,O00
was attributed to grain crops,
the balance was hay, small
seeds, potatoes, and fruit, (pri-
marily wild plums.) Frost and
the relatively short frowing sea-
son are the limiting factors for
production of most crops in the
county, where the elevation
varies from 4,500 lo 4,800 feet
in the agricultural areas.

The Silver Lake, Summer
Lake, and Goose Lake Valleys
are served by irrigation districts,
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overnight camping, there is no
spot available for tourists's to
legally camp. It is recognized
that there is need for outdoor
recreational facilities, overnight
camping, and trailer facilities to
encourage tourists to spend more
time in Lake County.

Recommendation

The Committee recommends
that Booth and Chandler State
Parks be re-opened to overnight
camping and that the tate
highway commission provide
maintenance.

which obtain their water from
storage facilities developed to
hold early spring runoff. There
are more than 10,000 acres in
the Goose Lake Valley under
Drews and Cottonwood Reser-
voirs.

Crops grown in the Goose
Lake Valley include alfalfa,
grains, small seeds, potatoes,
and pasture. Small commercial
apples and wild plum orchards
are developed primarily along
the East side and in the New
Pine Creek area. In areas where
water storage and control have
not been developed, crop pro-
duction is limited primarily to
wild meadow hay and some alf-
alfa and mixed grass hay.

In the South Warner area,



some effort has been made
toward swamp reclamation, with
attention given to water con-
trol. Consequently, large areas
have been planted to alfalfa,
alfalfa brome mixtures for hay
and seed, and to the production
of oats and barley. Sizable
acreages of sagebrush have been
cleared in the foothill area west
of the Goose Lake Valley, pri-
marily for production of winter
wheat. The better land is still
in grain production, but most
of the marginal areas have been
seeded to adapted dry-land for-
age grasses and rass legume
mixtures.

Soils Study Needed

Soils of Lake County are com-
plex and highly variable, par-
ticularly in the valley areas.
Salinity and alkalinily prob-
lems arep resent in all sections
of the country. More basic soils
data is needed in Lake County,
and a program of mapping and
classifying the soils of the coun-
ty will be begun in early 1958.
The use of commercial fertiliz-
ers on Lake County soils has not
been widely practiced in the
past, although fertilizer respon-
ses have been observed, particul-
arly on grain crops in the irri-
gated area. This committee
recommends that more soil test-
ing be done by farmers of the
county to guide and provide a
basis for fertilizer recommenda -
tions. It is further recommend
ed that fertility trails be tied in
with soil mapping and classifi-
cation. Fertility data, which
can be related directly to speci-
fic soil typed, will be more
meaningful to farmers.
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Native Meadows Important
Native meadows supply the

chief source of hay for the coun-
ty's livestosk needs. Native
meadows are being improved in
some areas by breaking them
out, leveling them, and planting
to improve grasses, or rass le-
gume mixtures. Prouction can
be more than doubled by such
improvement, providing water
control is first established. The
breaking out, leveling, reseedin,
and further development of low,
wet lands is not recommended,
unless effective water control is
provided for. The reclamation
and improvement of meadow
areas will be limited by the
cost involved. Ranchers are en-
couraged, however, to improve
small areas at a time as finances
will permit.

Area-wide water control and
drainage will be necessary in
certain areas before individuals
will be able to accomilish any-
thing toward reclamation and
improvement of meadows and
swamps. To acomplish such a
project would require a coordi-
nated, co-operative activity. The
small watershed act, povided
for under Public Law 566, offers
an opportunity for interested in-
dividuals and organizations to
obtain financial assistance tow-
ard development of area-wide
water control projects. The
Lakeview Soil Conservation Dis-
trict has applied for assistance
under the small watershed act
for planning and development
of the Thomas Creek and Cot-
tonwood watrsheds area. This
committee supports the District
in their action, and recommends
this project as being beneficial
to Lake County's agriculture.



Forage Crops Vital to Lake
County

The production of good qual-
iy forage is vital to our live-
stock economy. Much work has
been done in Lake County tow-
ard replacing sagebrush and na-
tive grasses with adapted do-
mestic grasses for increasing pro-
duction on rangeland areas. This
is an approved practice and there
is ample information, based on
local experience, available to
guide further development and
seeding.

Alfalfa is our chief domestic
forage crop, and it does well in
most sections of the county
where adequate water and drain-
age are available. Alfalfa can
also be grown successfully under
dryland conditions in the Goose
Lake Valley, if properly planted.
It is recommended under both
illigated and dry land condi-
tions where alfalfa will be used
on the home ranch, that it be
planted in combination with an
adapted grass to increase pro-
duction. Under dryland condi-
tions, alfalfa and pubescent
wheatgrass grow wefl together
to make good quality forage.
Under irrigated conditions alf-
alfa and brome grass, or alfalfa
a n d intermediate wheatgrass
make high-quality forage.

There is a trend developing
toward more irrigated pastures
on good quality irrigated land.
This trend will be more notic-
able as the farm flock sheep in-
dustry develops in the county.

There is, at the present time,
a definite need for more ade-
quate information regarding the
best- adapted pasture grass and
lepume varieties for seeding in
Lake County. We recommend
that more forage variety trials
he established. We also recom-
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mend that more publicity be
given to recommended forage
varieties, and that these recom-
mendations be kept fairly spe-
cific for certain soil and water
requirements. We recognize the
need for more definite informa-
tion regarding pasture manage-
ment particularly from the
standpoint of fertilization. We
recommend more fertilizer trials
to determine the most econom-
ical fertilizer materials, and
rates of application.

Grain Important Cash Crop

Wheat is our most important
cash crop. Almost all of the
crop is grown in the Goose Lake
Valley. About half of it is
grown under dryland conditions,
most of this in the foothall area
west of Lakeview. For produc-
ing wheat under dryland condi-
tions on upland soils, a summer
fallow program has proven to be
the most profitable and is recom-
mended. On sandy soils subject
to wind erosion, strip farming
or stubble mulch is recommend-
ed. Under these conditions, Tur-
key Red is the most popular
wheat variety, and good, seed
wheat is available locally. A
new variety, Columbia, was in-
troduced in 1956 and yielded
well in 1957, but will need to
be further tested.

More educational work on
weed control if farmers are to
be provided with the informa-
tion and incentive to do an ade-
quate job of ocntrolling weeds.
It is the feeling of this commit-
tee that an effective, active,
weed control district would be
helpful in promoting more con-
sistent weed control. We recom-
mend, however, that the organi-
zation of such a district be oc-



complished with education and
help to the farmer of such a
district be accomplished with
educational help to the farmer
as its primary goal. We recom-
mend that a County Weed Sup-
ervisor be employed by the coun-
ty on a full-time basis, as soon
as funds can be made available.
It is the thinking of the group
that such a supervisor, employ-
ed on a full-time basis, would
be able to organize his work from
year to year and become thor-
oughly familiar with the coun-
ty's weed problems. The com-
mittee felt that he could devote
his off-season time to rodent
control problems and other re-
lated activities.

We recognize the need for con-
trolling weeds on public and pri-
vate rangelands, with particular
attention to holding down the
spread of Mediterranian Sage.
Cooperation between landowners
and the Water Users Associa-
tion toward keeping canals and
ditches weed-free will be help.
ful in preventing the further
spread of noxious weeds. Farm-
er-owned sprayers have been in-
creasing recently and will prcb-
ably continue to do so. This is
important towards securing ef-
fective weed control. We recom-
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mend that the county and state
should continue to spray and
control weeds along the roads
and rights of way.

We recommend the following
as being important to better
weed control:

Annual spraying of wheat
and other grainland when weed
growth warrants.

Consistent follow-up for con-
trol on noxious perennials.

Clipping pastures periodi-
cally to rid them of bull thistles,
dock, and other unwanted weeds.

More educational and dem-
onstrational work.

Hiring a full-time weed
supervisor.

Establishment of a county-
wide weed control district.

Mouse Study Needed

The meadow mouse inflicted
extensive damage in certain
areas of the county in the fall
and winter of 1957-58. There
was not available, adequate, ef-
fective, information regarding
control and eradication of this
mouse to prevent this damage.
We recommend further study in.
to the life history, cycle pattern,
and control of meadow mice.



CROPS MARKETING COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Williams, Chairman

GRAIN MARKETING

Kinds, amounts, and value of grains marketed outside of Lake

The committee makes the fol-
lowing recommendations to im-
prove grain marketing:

Improvement of Quality

To compete in the markets of
the world, we must be able to
match or better the quality of
grains produced in other areas.
A quality product is always in
demand ,and to guarantee a
market for our grains we must
]earn to produce quality.

In the production phase, culti-
vation practices should be such
as to eliminate grain mixtures,
especially rye, wheat of other
classes, and noxious weeds. Be-
sides the downgrading caused
by these mixtures, carload and
truckload lots that contain nox-
ious seeds may be seized by
state officials when crossing
state lines, and have to be sold
at great loss.

Threshing practices Should be
improved by harvesting only at
the proper stage of maturity, to
prevent heating in bins or in
transit. Threshing machine op-
erators should be trained to ad-
just their machines to save all
grain possible, and also to pre-

21

vent damage to the grain ker-
nel. This is especially import.
ant with malting barley, since
sizable amounts that would
normally grade malting are
graded as feed, due to skinned
and broken kernels.

In the marketing phase, lots
of grain containing heavy dock-
age should be cleaned, and the
screenings returned to the pro-
ducer. If this were done, the
quality would be improved,
freight to market lessened, and
the producer could feed the
screenings.

Another improvement in mar-
keting would :be to make avail-
able an analysis laboratory to
determine protein, gluten, starch,
and other contents.

Lower Freight Rates

No action could better improve
the marketing of local gain than
to lower the shipping costs to
terminal m a r k e t s. Though
Lake County's geographical lo-
cation provides natural barriers
to cheap, efficient transportation,
there is room for much improve-
ment, despite these obstacles.
The rail service provided Lake-

County in 1957.
Hard red winter wheat -- 4,050 $62.00 $251,100.
White wheat 4,500 62.00 279,000.

* Duram wheat 300 66.00 19,800.
Oats 1,000 38.00 38,000.
Barley 1,500 34.00 51.000.
Rye 350 38.00 13,300.

Total 11,300 $652,200.
* Normally these 300 tons of Duram wheat would be planted to either
White wheat or Hard Red Winter.



view adds more than 100 miles
to the distance to market, and
the highway system is such that
few trucks are available to haul
grain to market at a reasonable
price.

To overcome these obstacles,
the committee recommends that
grain interests support the local
Chamber of Commerce, the Ore-
gon Wheat eLague, or any other
worhy organization, in helping
to enact legislation to improve
the freight picture. Points to
consider in legislation are: (1)
the direct lowering of rates as
scheduled, especially rail rates,
and (2) lowering or eliminating
transportation taxes. Also, we
should support the building of
the Winnemucca to Lakeview
road, to increase truck traffic
into the area.

Search for New Markets

The committee recommends
that local grain interests should
continually seek to improve
pre:ent markets and search for
new ones at all times. To do
this efficiently, it is recommend-
ed that an organization of local
buyers and producers be formed
to insure continued and positive
action toward this goal.

Investigate Bui1ding-on.th.
Farm Storage

There are several advantages
as well as disadvantages to farm
storage of grains. If a durable,
bird and rodent-tight facility is
built on an all-weather road,
farm storage will usually pay, as
long as the support program is
in effect. The Commodity Credit
Corporation still loans up to 80%
of building costs at low interest,
with several years to pay back
the loan. Without the support
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program, farm storage can be
quite risky. It is also recom-
mended that a producer who is
contemplating building farm
storage use a dual-purpose de-
sign, so the building can be
used for other purposes such as
machinery storage, or livestock
sheds.

Encourage Cattle Finishing to
Use Feed Grains
The committee recommends

that more livestock be finished
out and sold as fat stock to
utilize local feed grains. At
present, barley and oats are
produced in surplus and must
be shipped to outside market,
where it is used in fattening
livestock, often cattle sold from
our area.

Though the weather in this
area is rather harsh, the fact
that there are approximately
30,000 head of feeders shipped
ino commercial feedlots from
this area, and that there are
ample feed grains to finish many
of this number, point to cattle
finishing as well suited to this
area.

The inception of such a pro-
gram would have the following
beneficial results to the com-
munity: (1) Provide additional
revenue to those engaged in fat-
tening, (2) raise the price of
local feed grains, thereby help-
ing the grower, and (3) provide
additional employment.

Hay MarketingAmount
In 1957, there were appoxi-

mately 2,000 tons of alfalfa hay
marketed outside of Lake Coun-
ty at the average price of $20.00
per ton, for a total value of
S40, 000.



The committee makes the fol-
lowing recommendations:

Lower Freight Rates

Hay must be put in a more
compact form to be marketed
profitably. Even with present
baling methods, trucks and rail-
road cars can seldom carry their
maximum payload. This means
that the carrier must charge a
higher rate to make it profit-
able, which in turn decreases
the price paid to the producer.

Pelleting shows great promise
as a meth:od of compression, al-
though it is quite expensive at
present. A newer method pel-
lets the hay in large course bri-
quets, rather than the conven-
tional harder and smaller pel-
lets. Chopping hay out of the
window also has some merit.
This could eliminate the more
expensive baling cost, and chop-
ped hay brings a slightly higher
price in the Willamette Valley.

Hay interests should support
enactment of legislation to im-
prove tie freight picture. In-
creasing height limit, truck
length, and lowering of trans-
portation taxes are some items
in which proper legislation
would help lower freight cocts.

Improvement of Quality

Since Lake County is farther
from the main hay-marketing
areasthe Willamette Valley
aand coast regionsthan other
supplying areas, our quality
should be just that much better
to create a greater demand and
make up for the increased
freight costs. This area can
produce hay in quality compar-
able to any area in the state.
With a little extra effort and
organization of the producers it
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could produce superior quality.
First step is to keep alfalfa

fields free from grass and weeds,
esecially noxious weeds. The
second step is to cut, bale, and
stack hay at the proper stage of
growth and cure. After the hay
is harvested, it should be stack-
ed under cover. Hundreds of
tons are either completely ruin-
ed or down-graded because of
inadequate cover. Most of the
hay shipped out goes to dairy-
men who will not tolerate wet,
leached, or moldy hay.

Another possibility is the
method of making our hay more
attractive to outside buyers
would be to have chemical an-
alysis tests run on all hay to
be sold, to determine protein
and carotene content.

Developing Dependable
Markets

An organized effort should be
made to develop a dependable
hay market. Buyers that are
financially responsible nd
handle large volume year after
year should be cultivated. Then
contradts of definite tonnages
of guarnteed quality hay could
be secured.

Something that should not be
overlooked is the specialized
market such as the poultry and
rabbit trade. There is a sizable
demand for finely ground alf-
alfa meal packed in small paper
bags.

Organization of a Marketing
Pool

The committee recommends
that an agency, either private
or cooperative, be organized to
hanadle hay marketing in this
area. An agent or agency is
needed to advertise and solicit



sales, take and fill orders, handle
shipments, pay the producers,
anad grade and regulate product
quality.

Promotion of Livestock
Finishing

Livestock finishing is advised
to utilize local hay in feeding
livestock. An increase of a few
thousand head of cattle in feed
lots would take care of much
o the yearly surplus.

SMALL SEEDS

A comrnitttee to represent the
industry

The committee recommends

The native wild plum is pe-
culiar to this area. It is the
only specialty crop which has
been developed in Lake County
for the commercial novelty mar-
yet. Production and demand
are limited at the present time,
but oportunity exists to expand
both. Previous Chamber of
Commerce plantings of wild
plums have shown this fruit to
have shown the fruit to be adapt-
ed to most soils and loca-
tions in Lake County, where
given proper care. Frost pre-
sents a particular problem in
most areas of the county. The
best answer to frost control is
found in planting several vane-
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that a group of interested grow-
ers, including buyers, be organ-
ized to keep informed on new
trends and developments in the
industry. Its function would be
to keep in touch with the Ex-
periment Stations at all times,
and if and when a new seed
crop shows promise, to obtain
foundation seed to grow, which
would enable this area to get in
cn the ground floor. This or-
ganization should continually
search for new crops of all
kinds that could be feasible pro-
duced locally.

It is also recommended that
present cleaning facilities be
improved or new ones he built
to properly clean, store, and
handle small seeds.

HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE REPORT
Robert Bennett, Chairman

ties that bloom at different
times, so the killing frost won't
destroy all the fruit set. This
method also spreads the har-
vest, since varieties ripen at dif-
ferent times.

One other factor which retards
development of the wild plum is
the reluctance of many land-
owners to invest land and labor
for six or seven years before
any return can be realized. Ir-
rigation is required for most ef-
fective production, and clean
cultivation is recommended. In-
sect control and attention to
mouse control is important in
producing clean fruit and pro-



tecting trees from damage. It
has been found, through the
years, that pruning live wood
from wild plums causes the trees
to stop bearing for several years.
However, cutting dead wood
from trees each year is a desir-
able and necessary practice.
Deer present some problem in
certain areas. The Game Com-
mission has been cooperative in
any efforts to control the deer
damage.

One of the real needs of- this
new industry is to isolate more
desirable varieties of wild plums
from their native locations and
to include these better varieties
in future commercial planting.
More work is also needed to
find the most satisfactory root.
stocks for propagation of the
plum. Peadh root is the most
popular stock at the present
time. It is difficult to utilize
the wild plums gowing in their
native state because of insect
damage, scacity of quality rfuit.
and inaccessability of the pat-
ches.

There is a market for fresh,
pitted frozen, and processed wild
plum products, svhich could be
expanded if avaiible supplies
were adequate. A local com-
pany is now engaged in pro-
ducing and distributing pre.
Oserves, jelly, and syrup made
from this plum. Other wild
plum products could be includ-
ed to expand the utilization rate.
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This local company is planning
installation of a pitter and juic-
er to make more effective use
of the available raw products.
It is planned that the perfect
fruit could be used for preserves;
the imperfect fruit, caused by
limb rub or other skin scars,
could be used for juicing, for
syrup, or for jelly.

One of the market problems
at the present time is the pro-
duction fluctuates from bumper
crops to subnormal crops be-
cause of the frost hazard, pri-
marily. It is felt that some
leveling of production could be
accomplished by freezing the
perfect purns in high-produc-
tion years for processing later
in years of short supuly. Ex-
perimentation has shown that
pitted frozen plums keep well
and maintain their quality un-
der cold storage for one year
or longer.

The wild plum products nor-
mally are not grocery store
items, because of the cost, but
they do sell well in specialty
shops and restaurants catering
to tourist traffic. Perhaps the
greatest market for the finished
product is as a Christmas gift
package. WUd plum produc-
tion blends well with the small
part-time farm. The committee
believes plum business, if pro-
perly developed, could become
an important small industry to
Lake County.



DAIRY, HOGS, AND POULTRY COMMITTEE REPORT
Homer Baldwin. Chairman

plan to raise their own replace-
ments.

Artificial insemination, using
semen from top quality bulls,
would enable dairymen to raise
better quality replacements, and
thus improve their herds more
rapidly and consistently.

DAIRY

There are six Grade A dairy
producers who supply the coun-
ty's demand for Grade A pas-
turized milk. These producers
are organized as a marketing
association and own their own
tank truck. All Grade A dairies
are equipped with bulk tanks
and other modern dairying
equipment, and are regularly
inspected to insure production
o. a quality product.

There is only limited oppor-
tunity for expansion of the
Grade A production, as far as
the local market is concerned.
There is only one milk-proces-
sing plant in the county. This
plant handles all the Grade A
milk, and buys also sweet and
sour cream.

Many farm families keep a
family cow, and there are a
few people who sell raw milk
to friends and neighbors. Dairy
cow number continue to decline,
with only about 1,000 cows in
the county at present.

Production Testing Not Practiced

There is not a sufficient num-
ber of cows to pay a DHIA test-
er, and dairymen have not yet
adopted any approved produc-
tion-testing practice. The weigh-
a-day-a-month plan offers a
practical testing program.

Quality Replacements Not
Readily Available
Good q u a ii t y replacement

stock is not readily available to
Lake County dairymen, so they
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Mastitis Main Disease Problem

Mastitis remains as the chief
disease problem, in spite of new
drugs. Continued emphasis on
yard and barn sanitation and
proper milking methods is need-
ed to control this disease. Loaf-
ing sheds, adequately bedded
during cold weather, will help
control mastitis.

Careful methods for detection,
and early treatment are im-
portant control measures. Reg-
ular testing programs have kept
brucellosis and tuberculosis well
under control.

Pastures Important to Dairying
Improved irrigated pastures

are an important part of good
dairying management.

Attention to such things as
weed control, proper irrigation,
fertilization, adapted varieties,
and good grazing management,
are essential if maximum pro-
duction is to be achieved. Peri-
odic clipping of pasture weeds,
soil testing to insure adequate
fertilization, and rotation graz-
ing will increase pasture yields.

HOGS

An estimated 1,000 hogs are



produced in the county annual-
ly. Many of these are produced
and consumed as part of the
farm family food supply.

Most of the hogs are finish-
ed on home-grown grain, alf-
alfa, skim milk, and household
table scraps. A few growers
balance rations, using tankage
and vegetable protein supple-
ments. Some hogs are grown
and finished on pasture with
grain supplement.

The committee points out that
proper supplementation of grains
will increase feed-conversion ef-
ficiency greatly.

Hog Production Profitable
With Good Management

There is good opportunity for
profitable hog production under
good management. For the per-
son who is properly equipped
and keeps informed on the hog
production cycle and grain price
situation, there is good oppor-
tunity for consistent income.
Profitable hog production does
not adapt well for the in-and-
outer.

Boar Sarvice a Problem

Finding boar service is a def-
inite problem, with only one or
two enterprises large enough to
justify keeping a boar. The
committee felt that a minimum
of eigtht sows was needed. They
suggested neighborhood pools
as a means of acquiring good
boar service.

Marketing

There are some prdblems in
collection with marketing sig-
nificant numbers of finished
hogs in Lake County. The corn-
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mittee felt that a marketing
pooi could overcome most of
these problems. There is a def-
inite problem of disposing of
old sows. A marketing pooi
would help solve this problem,
also.

The committee recommends
that the hog producers pay spe-
cial attention to breeding only
the meat-type hog, and to fin-
ishing this hog to the degree
desired by the market.

POULTRY

Most farms and ranches in
Lake County have a few chic-
kens for family food supply.
The surplus production from
these family flocks is sold to
neighbors, and through retail
food stores. There are two or
three enterprises of 200 or more
hens, where the entire produc-
tion is sold directly to consum-
ers. One such operation makes
regular delivery to customers.

There is a trend developing
toward more egg producing
flocks to b operated on a year-
around basis, with mechanized
plants and sustained production.

At present, the local eff pro-
ducers supply about 50% of the
demand, on a year-around basis.
Surplus eggs are shipped out in
the spring by grocers. The sea-
sonal nature of the egg-produc-
tion situation presents some
pi-blems for the poultryrnen
who would like to set up a large,
efficient, egg-production plant.
Even so, the committee feels
that there is a good opportunity
for more poultry enterprises, of-
ficiently operated.

The committee suggests that
egg production offers good in-
come oportunity for part-time



farmers, tI does not lend itself
to the in-and-outer, however.

To be successful, one should
carefully consider all the factors
related to the enterprise, such
as labor, housing, equipment,
market possibilities, capital re-
quired, volume needed for ef-
ficiency, etc. In addition he
should learn all he can about
production and marketing. After
the decision has been made, he
should plan to get in and stay
in, anad keep up with the latest,
most efficient, production and

Beef is Lake County's big bus-
iness with 1957 beef sales
amounting to more than two-
thirds of the gross county agri-
cultural income. Considering the
vast areas of public land and
the fact that 80% of private own-
ership is still unimproved range
land, it is only natural that live-
stock should 'be an important
economic factor in Lake Coun-
ty. Over the years livestock
has made up about 80% of the
countys agricultural income al -
though the division between beef
and sheep has been varied. In
1940 there were approximately
110,000 head of sheep and 57,-
000 head of cattle. Today sheep
numbers are down to about 32,-
000 head while cattle numbers
have increased to about 70,000
head. Approximately 25,000 head
of feeder cattle are sold out of
Lake County every year.

The committee in preparation

BEEF COMMITTEE REPORT
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marketing methods.
For family food supply, the

committee suggests about 25
birds of one of the heavy breeds.
For commercial production as
a sideline unit, 200 to 500 hens
would be a good number. For
full-time unit, 5,000 birds are
necessary, for efficiently pro-
ducing.

For commercial production,
care should be taken to pur-
chase birds which are disease-
free and bred to lay.

of this report has not tried to
indicate who should raise cattle
or Who should make reductions
or increase their herds but has
rather tried to present future
trends in marketing and man-
agement. It has attempted to
look ahead 10 years to see what
is ahead for the progressive cat-
tleman.

Feed and Feed Utilization

Most of Lake County's cattle
and grain and a godo share of
the hay is marketed out of the
county each year. There would
be available most years ap-
proximately 3,000 tons of grain
and 3,000 tons of hay as well
as 25,000 head of feeder cattle.
The committee feels there is op-
portunity for finishing more
livestock in the county and
recommends the following:

1. Whenever practical individ -



ual ranchers should utilize the
feeding program to take care of
surplus grain and hay. It is
recognized that this will not be
practical on all ranches in the
county.

The development of a com-
mercial feed yard where the
producer could send his cattle
for finishing or sell direct to
the yard as advised. A feed
yard would piovide an addition-
al market is well as utilizing
surplus feed availaible in the
county. Also the value of the
fertilizer kept in the county
would be considerable.

T h e establishment of a
commercial pellet mill in Lake
County should be encouraged.
Either by individual corporation
or co-op. The pellet mill would
make a local market for hay,
allow back hauls for trucks and
cause lowered freight rates.

Pelleting offers opportunity to
make better use of poor quality
hay.

Diseuse Control

Leptospirosis a n d Brucellosis
are the two diseases causing
most ocncern at the present
time. Approximately 20,000 head
of cattle have been tested for
Bangs Disease to date with about
½ to 1% showing as reactors.
We recommend the following:

I. That testing of Bangs
should be continued as rapidly
as pssiJb1e so Lake County can
become an accredited county,
thus allowing free movement
out of the county.

2. That calfhood vaccination
he øontinued for all heifers,
those for sale purposes as well
as replacements.
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Pest Control

Lice, ticks, heel flies, horse
flies and deer flies are all ex-
ternal parasites which cause
economic loss in Lake County
cattle each year. Only a rela-
tively few operators practice
consistent external parasite con-
trol programs. With new in-
secticides becoming available
all the time pest control is be-
coming more and more simpli-
fied and more and more a mat-
ter of just good management.
With the release of the new
phosphate compounds for grub
control the heel fly problem will
be lessened. Materials are avail-
able now for either oral admin-
istration or spraying on which
will give good control of the
heel fly larva or the warble.
We recomment the following:

That ranchers adopt a pro-
gram of pest control which in-
cludes spraying, or dusting, or
dipping at least twice per year.

Insecticide charged rubbing
devices be installed where ever
practical on home ranches and
also on summer range areas.
Extension Agents can advise re-
garding effective insecticides for
external pest control.

Quality Important

Good quality cattle will al-
ways be in demand. Anything
a rancher may do along the line
of culling and selection to im-
prove quality will be beneficial
to his operation. The keeping
of records wherever practical is
encouraged. Ranchers should
give special attention to the
gaining ability of their cattle,
keeping in mind that the pounds
that cross the scale are the ones
that mean money in the pocket.



We recommend the following.
That practical care be paid

to selection of replacement stock
and where possible some selec-
tion system be used.

That more consideration be
given to the selection of bulls
in order to increase the quality
of each herd.

Fertility Testing

Much fertility testing has been
done in some states with results
showing that about 12% of the
bulls tested were sterile More
work is needed in the field of
fertility testing but we recom-
mend that ranchers keep abreast
of the developments and use
this inportant practice wher-
ever practical

Feeder Sale

The bulk of Lake County's
cattle are sold by private treaty
to country buyers Experience
in other areas of the state has
indicated that where feeder
sales were held prices averaged
10% higher than Portland prices
for the same class of cattle at
the same time The committee
felt that a feeder sale program
has the following value:

1. The sorting process produces
aproximately 10% increase in
price based on actual surveys
and comparisons of the market
for the area.
2. It establishes increased value
for all cattle in the county as
all purchasers can use price
received at these sales as a base.

Feeder sale activities page
producers to recognize type,
quality and conformation pop-
ular with feeder buyers.

The feeder sales program
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brings buyers into the area who
would not come in otherwise
resulting in widening competi -
tion and improved market for
all cattle.

It is this committees recom-
mendation that a feeder sale
with a minimum of 1,200 to
1,500 head consigned be tried
as a method of marketing Lake
County cattle.

Livestock Short Course

Recognizing that its is a con-
hinual job for the stockman to
keep up with new trends of
management and marketing the
committee recommends the fol-
lowing:

That the Cattlemans Assoc-
iation sponsor an annual live-
stock short course of one or two
days duration.

That the subject matter
covered be worked out by the
Cattlemans Association Commit-
tee working with the local Coun-
ty Agents.

Rang Inprovement Important
The value or range improve-

ment and reseeding has been
adequately and effectively dem-
onstrated in Lake County. It is
the consensus of this committee
that most ranChers are reseed-
ing adapted range lands as fast
as it is financially posib1e.
There is a wealth of information
available on range improvement
for guidance to Lake County
ranchers. We recommend that
each rancher develop a plan of
range improvement for his own
operation which includes both
proper management of xisting
range and further development
and reseeding of adapted range
areas.



SHEEP COMMITTEE REPORT
George Manning, Chairman

Sheep numbers have declined
in Lake County since l93 In
recent years, numbers have
somewhat stabilized, and an up-
turn appears to be developing.
Stabilization and any increase
can be found in the development
of the farm flock sheep industry.
Range operators are experienc-
ing increasing difficulties with
labor and other costs and, as a
consequence, r a n g e numbers
continue to more downward,
while at, the same time the farm
flock in popularity and import
ance. Lake County is primar-
ily a forage - producing and
grain county, and farm flock
sheep lend themselves well to
the smaller ranches and farms
in the county, particularly in
the Westside irrigation area. The
committee tried to give atten-
tion to all phases of the sheep
industry, including the range
operation as well as the farm
f lock operation. Its recommen-
dations are as follows:

Predator Control

This committee felt that in
view of the importance of effec
tive predator control to the
range operation the farm flock
operation and also the wild
game of the county such con
trol should be further emphasiz
ed It was brought out that
coyotes aand bobcats were the
worst predator problems of the
sheep industry These same
predators are alsO economically
important to the sportsman, from
the standpoint of the damage
they do to deer herds and up-
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land and marsh same birds.
The range sheepmen of the
county, with the assistance of
some farm flock operators have
assessed themselves 12 per
head on mature sheep for the
past two years to raise approxi
mately v3,000 for predator con-
trol In 1957 the County Court
matched this $3,000 and the
$6 000 contribution was sent to
Portland to be matched by Fed
eral and State monies, to pro
vide trapper service in Lake
County. In view of the import-
ance of predator control to the
livestock industry, as well as
the sportsman, this committee
recommends that Lake Count
support the predator control pro-
gram with tax money.

Disease Control Important

This committee reviewed care-
fully the disease situation in the
sheep industry in Lake County
It was the consensus of the
group that white muscle and en-
terotoxemia were the two most
economically i m port ant dis-
eases. It was also pointed out
that foot rot, pregnancy disease,
and lambing paralysis caused
economic losses. There is a
need for more adequate infor-
mation regarding losses, and
causes for these losses. In view
of this fact, the committee rec
ommends that a suriey be start
ed to determine lambs lost and
major disease cause, this sUr
vey to be continued forat least
two or three years to- provide
basic data. it is further recom-
mended that a veterinarian from



Oregon State College or the State
Department of Agriculture be
asked to spend three weeks dur-
ing March in the county, visiting
the individual farms and ran-
ches at lambing time, to check
on causes for lamb losses and
also to give any advice neces-
sary to help in controlling other
losses incident to lambing. This
committee reviewed the situa-
tion as far as veterinary service
which the one veterinarian is
expected to cover. In view of
this situation, we recommend
the encouragement of an ad-
ditional veterinarian to estab -
lish a practice in Lake County.

Feeding

The use of pelleted feeds for
heep was discussed at length

by this committee, in light of
information available to it re-
garding experience in Klamath
County and elsewhere using a
high-roughage pellet. We rec-
ommend and support the estab-
lishment of pellet mill in the
Goose Lake Valley. We further
recommend that county feeding
trials using pellets be estab-
lished to demonstrate their value
in 'the county.

The committee discussed the
value of having early pasture
available for turning out from
the dry lot as soon as possiple.
We recommend that each ran-
cher investigate the possipility of
establishing a b r o m e - grass
planting on his place to supply
early grazing. We further rec-
ommend that pasture recom-
mendation 'be revised and kept
up to date, and that pasture per-
formance data be published
currently, so that farmers will
have some guidance in estab-
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lishing and managing their pas-
tures.

Parasite Control
The advantages and value of

proper and adequate internal
pest control have been effec-
tively demonstrated. We, there-
fore, recommend t h a t every
sheep operator become familiar
with and use approved methods
for controlling internal para-
sites. We further recommend
that all operators become famil-
jar with and use approved
methods and materials for con-
trolling external parasites. It is
pointed out that Deildren 1%
dust, offers excellent control for
ticks on sheep. 'Spring and fail
tick control will pay big div-
idends.

Marketing Needs Attention
Since the establishment of the

Lake County Wool Pool, some
four or five years ago, the mar-
keting situation, as far as farm
fleck wool is concerned, has
changed from one of almost giv-
ing the wool away to whatever
buyer would take it, to that of
commanding the top price of
wool sold in the county. The
1957 market year is a good ex-
ample 33,470 pounds of wool
were sold by the pool at '55 per
pound, bringing a gross return
of $18,73O.?5 to the growers.
Range wool in 1957 sold at 54
per pound. T h i s committee
recommends that all farm flock
producers take advantage of the
service offered through the wool
pool for marketing their wool to
better advantage.

As the farm flock enterprise
grows in the county there will



be an increasing number of

lambs for sale in small lots.
This committee feels that the
most effective way to market
these. lambs to best advantage
ofhe grower is through a coun-
ty lamb pool. Such a pool has
been in operation in the county
for three years. Support of the
pool by the farmers has not been
100%. The pool has done an
effective job of marketing the
lambs pooled, however. Ap-
proximately 40% of the farm
flock lambs sold in the county
last year wOre sold outside the
pool. The committee discussed
this fact and it was brought
out that the competitive influ-
ence of the pool on the market
was reflected in the prices re
ceived by those producers who
sold outside the pooi We recom
mend that all farm flock pro-
ducers take an active interest
in the further development and
strengthening of the Lake Coun-
y Lamb Pool and actively sup

port it. We recognize that all
the uroducers will ThenOfit from

an effective lamb pool, whether
they use it or not.

Management

We recommend that both farm
flock and range producers con-
tinally work towards getting
and maintaining uniform flocks.
This will assure more uniform
wool crops, i n c r e a s e d wool
weighs, and better lamb crops.
The problem of getting good re-
placement ewes was discussed,
and this committee felt that
farm flock producers, particul-
arly, will do a better job of
building their flocks if they
produce their own replacement
stock. Materials and assistance
for setting up roduction records
are availathie through the Ex-
tensiOn Office.

We recommend also that pro
ducers have their rams tested
for fertility prior to the breed-
ing season. This is particularly
important where only one or two
rams are used.

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT
Margaret Kaley. Chairman

The Youth Committee was
composed of a cross section of
the county's existing, youth or-
ganizations. This was done be-
cause it was felt that the main
problems faced by youth organ-
izations were basically the same
and that any solution could be
used by all groups. Some groups
such as 4-H or Girl Scouts, etc.,
may need to meet after this
planning conference to take up
specific things brought out or to
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consider additional items.
To get a better picture of

youth needs in Lake County,
a questionnaire was sent out. It
covered organizations belonged
to, activity preferences, and em-
ployment needs. Grades 2 -12
polled and responses were re-
ceived from 1,131 ypungsters,
representing % of the Lake
County youths surveyed. The
following are some of the sig-
nificant survey facts.



The survey was divided into
chree sections: a organization
membership section, a youth em-
ployment section, and an activ-
ity preference section. Tabula-
tion given in this report are
necessarily brief and could have
been grouped differently. How-
ever, it is believed that they are
most representative for the in-
formation desired.

From table II it is seen that
only 14% of the youth do not
belong to any organized group,
which indicated that the exist-
ing youth organizations are giv-
ing fairly good coverage. It is
also seen that only ½ of the
youth belonged to more than two
organizations, disproving the
committees earlier supposition
that those belonging to organi-
zations usually belonged to more
than they could do justice to.

Table No. III, on activity pref-
erence, shows what youngsters
are doing now, and what they
would like to be doing.

From this data it is apparent
that the activities listed could
fall into three groups, as fol-
lows: 1. those activities in which
most everyone wishing to, are
finding sufficient oportunities,

activities having needed facil-
ities available, but still with
considerable youngsters evident-
ly not getting opportunities to
partake in these activities, and

activities for which there are
no or limited facilities, with
many interested youngsters.

In fact, the first two activities
listed on table IV, would fall
into this last group.

475 youngsters or 44% would
like to roller skate, and 422
would like to bowl. At present
only 32 youngsters bowl, which
would necessarily be only oc-
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casionally in other towns.
The ten most wanted activities

are listed on table IV. Some of
these would require new facili-
ties, others could be provided by
providing additional opportuni-
ties with existing facilities.

The committee feels that it
should be up to the individual
groups to decide if the need ex-
ists, although the large interest
in roller skating and bowling
suggests that the community
center idea would be the only
feasilble approch, especially after
consideration of the large initial
investment and the past perfor-
mance of commercial establish-
ments.

Table V is a summary of the
wouth employment section, ask-
ed of grades 6-12. It is a!pparent
that there are many youngsters
needing help in finding pan
time school jobs and summei
jobs.

Baby sitting was one of the
most of Len desired jobs. Others
were store and service station,
lawn work, and farm and ranch
work.

The Sheriff's Office at present
carries out some youth employ-
ment activity.

The youth committee discus-
sed various prOblems that were
brought up and considered at
length the youth survey that
was made. It is not possible
to cover all of the committee
work in this report and the fol-
lowing are major recommenda-
tions, with some of the back
ground material.

Recommendations

1. That the local Ski Club give
or arrange for ski instructions
at the Warner Ski Bowl. At



present 163 of the surveyed
youngsters ski and 306 more
would like to. As one of the
major winter activities, ski in-
struction would be of great
value.

That the 4-H Saddle Horse
project be utilized.

That the new 4-H Rifle Pro-
ject be expanded.

That a 4-H Archery Project
be developed.

All these would be to help
take care of the interest shown
in these fields as indicated by
the survey.

That a baby sitters course
be set up and a clearing house
established to bring together
qualified baby sitters and par-
ents needing their services.

A very high number of young-
sters wanted baby sitting jobs
and the committee recognized
that many parents would be
hesitant about leaving their
children with unknown baby
sitters. Therefore such a peri-
odic training course, with the
giving of qualification certifi-
cates, would aid greatly in
building confidence. Only sit-
ters who had certificates would
be handled by this proposed
clearing house.

That the Sheriff's Office in-
crease their publicity no their
youth employment service. At
present the Sheriff's Office an-
nounces the jobs they know to
be available, once a year, after
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school is out. It was felt that
periodic publicity would let more
people know about this service.

That the possibilities of a
recreation - community center be
investigated. Due to the need
for an acceptable place for young
people to mEet and to the inter-
est in activities such as bowling,
the committee felt there was a
need for such a facility. The
crux of the question is whether
a town of this size can support
one. It is known that a six
lane bowling alley would cost
$40,000, and that in past years
two bowling alleys were tried
by private businessmen. Chances
of a commercial alley succeed-
ing are probably slim, although
other towns of this size have
them.

A combination recreation cen-
ter - community center could
house bowling facilities, as well
as facilities for indoor games
like ping.pong, cards, etc., and
lounge facilities for tired shop-
pers. The committee comented
on the number they had heard
about not having a place to sit
down and rest when people
come to town to shop.

The block west of the hospital
was even suggested as a pos-
sible location for such a center.

The committee felt that this
was a definite community need
and that a committee with in-
creased representation should be
formed to delve further into this
matter.



TABLE I Organization Participation by Sc hools with Rural and Urban Sub Totals
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TABLE II

LAKE COUNTY BOYS AND GIRLS PARTICIPATE IN

ORGANIZED GROUPS

This chart indicates the percentage of boys and girls who belong
to no organized group and those who belong to one or more such
groups.

NO. Percentaga of Boys and Girls Participating
GROUPS

0 14 %

6

7 .25%

8 i.1O%

26%

2

3_ --------------- 17%

10%

= *
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TABLE V Youth Employment (asked of Grades 6-12 only)
During School In Summer

Those having part time job 154 342

Those wanting part time job 208 282
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TABLE IV MOST WANT ACTIVITIES

(These figures are percentages of those not now

engaged in these activities and who would like

to do so.)

Activity % of Total

1. Roller Skating 44%

2. Bowling 38%

3. Riding 33%

4. Ice Skating 31%

5. Skiing 28%

6. Riflery 25%

7. Tennis 24%

8. Archery 23%

9. Dancing 22%

10. Swimming 21%




