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FOREWORD

This little bulletin contains a summary of the findings
and recommendations of the Union County Agricultural Eco-
nomic Conference held at Union March 7, 1924 and continu-
ing at La Grande the following day.

Prior to the opening of the conference the general com-
mittee in charge appointed commodity committees on the
following subjects: farm crops, dairying, horticulture, poultry
and livestock. These committees, working in cooperation
with the Extension Service specialists of the Oregon Agri-
cultural College, assembled all available information that
was thought to be of value in determining a program o
production and marketing that would best further the inter-
ests of Union County agriculture. The respective conference
groups considered this information and prepared reports
which were discussed and adopted by the general assembly
at La Grande on the last day of the conference.

Taken together these reports constitute a program for
Union County agriculture. Singly they represent the most
approved practices in the production and marketing of the
county's major agricultural products.

The conference was but a beginning. Its ultimate value
depends upon the e,tent to which conference recommenda-
tions become known and are followed in the various corn-
niunities of the county. It is not assumed that these recom-
mendations are perfect or final. They will require correction
and amendment as conditions change and new facts tare de-
veloped.

It is hoped, however, that farmers, individually and in
their organizations, will familiarize themselves with the con-
ference findings and that the reports as a whole will serve
as a general guide in developing the agriculture of the county.

Farmers and town people have cooperated in formulating
this program. Let us continue this spirit of cooperation
and good will in the effort to accomplish the aims of tie
program and apply reason and judgment to all problems re-
ouiring united action.



EARLY HISTORY OF UNION COUNTY
AGRICULTURE

(From the History of Union and Wallowa Counties, pu&-
lished in 1902 by the Western Historical

Publishing Company)

Diversified farming has prevailed from the very begin-
ning of agriculture in this county. The first settlements were
made in the Grande Roncle Valley in 1861. In the following
year gold was discovered on the Powder River, Salmon River
and Canyon Creek, resulting in a large influx of miners.
Practically all of them went thrOugh the Grande Ronde Val-
ley and they provided a ready market for agricultural prod-
ucts grown here. Wheat growing early became a major
industry, the total yield being about 250,000 bushels in 1870
and 1,188,500 in 1891. Livestock production flourished be-
cause of abundant native grass in the valleys and on the
surrounding hills. One of the first bands of livestock was
brought into the county by Tom Ledgerwood and Dan Waldo
in July, 1862. In that same year Fred Nodine purchased 100
head of cattle at Walla Walla and brought them to his home
on Catherine Creek above the present site of Union.

Fruit raising had its beginning in 1862 when Conrad
Miller brought to the county a quantity of pear and apple
trees that sold at $1.00 each. Apples, plums, prunes and
cherries seemed to be admirably adapted to this region, but
it was not until the railroad entered the county in 1884 that
fruit culture became an important industry. It was estimated
that in 1892 there were 2000 acres in fruit trees.

6



GROWTH OF UNION COUNTY AGRICULTURE

Union County was organized October 14, 1864, being
taken from Baker County. The growth experienced by the
county's agriculture is shown in tables No. 1 and 2.

Table No. 1, Growth of Union County Agriculture.
(U. S. Census)
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Acres in Farms
(ensus Total Number of Improved Unimproved Total
Year Popula- Farms Acres % of Acres Acres

tion Total

Growth of the county's agriculture is further reflected
in table No. 2, which shows that the value of all farm prop-
erty increased from 2,6O8,O7 in 1880 to 28,168,416 in 1920.

Table No. 2, Value of Farms Property
(U. S. Census)

1870 2,552 47,066
1880 6,650 659 94,242
190 12,044 1,104 182,640 56.9 138,038 320,673
1900 16,070 1,481 162,495 41.5 228,804 391,299
1 910 191 1,309 165,499 41.8 230,270 395,763
1920 16,636 1279 178,021 40.3 263,714 441,735

Value of All Average Valuation
Census Year Farm Property Per Farms

1880 2,60S,O70 $ 3,790
1890 ------------- 6,661,340 5,987
1900 8,589,509 5,800
1910 16,999,077 12,986
1920 28,168,416 22,024



PRESENT STATUS OF UNION COUNTY
AGRICULTURE

The 1920 U. S. Census gave the area of Union County
as 1,284,480 acres of which 527,011 acres were in forest
reserves, and 441,735 acres in farms. Of the farm area, 40.3
per cent, or 178,021 acres were improved. Only 13.8 per cent
of the total area of the county was classed as "improved
lands."

The county assessor's report for 1923 shows a total of
745,110 acres of all lands on the tax roll. Of that number
164,838 acres are listed as "tillable," 368,119 as "non-tillable"
and 212,153 as "timber" lands.
Sources of Agriculturai Income

Table No. 3 shows the sources from which Union County
derived its agricultural income in the year 1919 (U. S.
Census):

Table No. 3, Income from Sales of Farm Products
(Year 1919, U. S. Census)
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Duplications have been avoided in preparing the above
table.

Variation in production and unit prices since 1919 would
undoubtedly change the above figures and percentages if a
similar table could be compiled as of the year 1923. In
general, however, the above compilation gives a good idea
of the main sources of the county's income from agricul-
tural products.

Products Income
% of Total

Income

Cereals $1,770,000 46.3
Livestock and meats 760,000 19.9
Hay and forage 410,000 10.7
Fruits 350,000 9.2
Dairy products 307,369 8.0
Poultry products-------------, 82,977 2.2
Vegetables (including potatoes) 80,000 2.1
Wool and mohair 62,000 1.6

Total $3,822,000 100.00



PRESENT STATUS OF UNION COUNTY AGRICULTURE

Value of Crops and Livestock

Income from sales alone does not give the entire picture
of total agricultural production. The total value of crops
iroduced and of livestock on farms exceeded $7,000,000, ac-
cording to the 1920 U. S. Census. Distribution of that
valuation is shown in table No. 4 below.

Table No. 4, Total Value of Crops and Livestock
1920 U. S. Census

Total Value $2,628,517
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Livestock:
Horses
Beef Cattle
Dairy Cattle
Sheep
Swine
Poultry --

Mules --

Goats

*
$ 893,818

819,787
436,550
262,874
201,892
58,287
12,590

1,006

Crops Produced Value
Cereals ----------------+ $2,360,527
Hay and Forage 1,598,006
Fruits -- 467,570
Vegetables (including potatoes) 191,567
Other Grains and Seeds 6,718

Total Value ± $4,624,388



CLIMATIC CONDITIONS IN UNION COUNTY

Official records of the U. S. Weather Bureau are avail-
able for La Grande, Union and Telocaset. From these rec-
ords have been taken the following summaries.
1'recipitatiOiI

Average annual precipitation is 19.28 inches at La Grande,
14.31 inches at Union and 14.53 inches at Telocaset. Did-
tribution by months is indicated in Table No. 5.

Table No. 5, Average Annual Precipitation Records at La
Grande, Union and Telocaset (U. S. Weather Bureau)

The heaviest animal precipitation on record at Union was
17.74 inches, in 1912; at La Grande 28.41 inches, in 1912; and
at Telocaset, 14.63 inches, in 1890.

The lightest annual precipitation on record at Union was
8.26 inches, in 1922; and at La Grande, 12.09 inches in 1895.
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Station La Grande Union Telocaset
Month (inches) (inches) (inches)

January 2.06 1.39 2.10
February 1.88 1.02 2.14
March 1.89 1.27 1.55
April 1.65 1.48 .30
May 2.27 1.78 2.05
June 1.45 1.41 1.52
July .65 .80 .92
August .60 .68 .28
September 1.16 1.05 .72
October 1.58 1.09 1.16
November 2.05 1.08 .59

December 2.04 1.26 1.20

Annual 19.28 14.31 14.53

Years covered
by records 1886-1920 1912-1920 1889-1913

Elevation of
stations 2784 ft. 2787 ft. 3450 ft.



i'ernperatuiss

Thirty-two year records at
perature averages as follows.:

Frost Data

Frost records at La Grande over the period of 1893 to 1920
indicate the following data:

Average date of last killing frost in spring April 23
Average date of first killing frost in fall . Oct. 3
Average length of growing season 163 days
Latest killing frost in spring, on record May 26, 1920
Earliest killing frost in fall, on record Aug. 30, 1912
Longest growing season on record 206 days, 1901
Shortest growing season on record 106 days, 1912

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

iVIeai
Mean maximum
Mean minimum

The average of highest and
over a period of 30 years at La

48.6 degrees
60.2 degrees
36.8 degrees
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La Grande show annual ten]-

lowest monthly temperatures
Grande is as follows:

Month Highest degrees Lowest degrees
January -- 62 34
February 65 19
March -----_--_ 76 2
April -----± 89 16
May 100 25
June 100 29
July ---± 106 36
August 103 27
September 99 22
October 87 16
November 83 1
December 59 22



SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE REPORTS AS
APPROVED BY THE CONFERENCE

On succeeding pages will be found a summary of the vari-
ous commodity reports as adopted by the confernce. The
full texts of these reports are given in the March isue of the
Farm Bureau News.

FARM CROPS COMMITTEE REPORT
Income from cereals, hay and forage equals abut 57 per

cent of the total agricultural income of the county.
Status of Cereal Production

Production averages for the five year period 1919-1923
compiled from the United States department statistics show
returns per acre from cereals as follows:

The method of arriving at the above figures is indicated
below:

Cost of production of barley and wheat is given respect-
ively as 33 cents and 44 cents per bushel according to figures
kept on the Union Experiment Station in 1923.

The summary follows:

The above costs are based on the following charges:
Interest-8% on $150.00 land and 8% on equipment at

$500.00.
12

Crop
Production Yield per acre Value

Acres bushels bushels pounds per acre

Winter wheat 26,189 681,012 26.0 1560 $20.80
Spring wheat 28,025 491,817 18.0 1080 14.40
Oats 9,440 306,271 32.4 1037 14.26
Barley 5,265 162,391 30.8 1478 17.80

Barley Oats
Acreage 54.0 47.60
Bushels produced 3248.0 3839.00
Bushels per acre 60.1 80.60
Cost per acre ----------- $26.31 $26.37
Cost per bushel $ .44 $ .33

Winter wheat $20.80
Barley 17.86
Spring wheat 14.40
Oats 14.26



SUMMARY OF REPORTS

Taxes$3.00 per acre.
LaborlVIan hours at 30 cents; horse hours at 15 cents.

WHEAT
Recommendations:

After fallow, winter wheat should be sown in prefer-
ence to spring wheat.

Best varieties of winter wheat for general culture are,
first, Hybrid 128; second, Fortyfold. Other varieties should
be discontinued.

Best variety of spring wheat is Hard Federation
both for yield and milling quality. Should not be fall sown.

Take-all disease should he studied by the college ex-
periment station to find methods of control and prevention.

Flour from local mills should be given preference in
local consumption. Mills are urged to provide flour ground
from Hard Federation exclusively.

Plant certified seed.
Copper carbonate treatment best for control of stink-

ing smut.
OATS AND BARLEY

Recommendations:
Increase barley acreage in county about 30 per cent.
No increase in oat acreage.
Neither barley or oats should be grown for shipping

out of countyacreages should be limited to local feed de-
mands. Each farmer should grow as much of his own feed
as possible.

Spring barley is preferred to any other spring crop on
drier lands of the county.

Best varieties are:
Barley: Trebi, Coast and White Winter.
Oats: Silvermine and Swedish Select.

White Winter barley may be grown profitably as a spring
barley on the heavier soils.

Sow clean seed. Use certified seed.
FLAX

Recommendations:

1. Grow trial acreage of from 5 to 10 acres to determine
probable yields, best suited localities and soil types.

13



SUMMARY OF REPORTS

Use seed of wilt resistant varieties.
Flax should not be grown on same soil more often than

once in four years.
Union experiment station should conduct varietal and

rate and date of seeding tests to determine best varieties and
best methods of growing.

CORN

Recoinniendations:

1. Increase acreage of adaptable varieties in certain
sections.

PEAS AND BARLEY

Recommendations:

1. This crop has certain advantages over corn and sun-
flowers as a silage crop. Trials should be made by farmers
to note comparative yields and effect of peas on soil fer-
tility.

POTATOES

Recommendations:

Every farmer should raise enough for home use.
County should produce a quantity sufficient for local

demands. Each farmer should plant about the same acre-
age each year.

Production of certified seed may have possibilities in
a few sections of the county.

Present average yields are only from 50 to 60 bushels
per acretoo low. Indiscriminate planting of poor seed prob-
ably responsible. Yields of at least 100 sacks per acre should
be obtained if profit is to be had.

BEANS

1. Not recommended for general planting.
CORN AND PEAS

1. Promising for pasture. Hogging down corn and pas
turing peas with hogs and sheep probably more profitable
than usual methods of handling these crops because of sav-
ing of harvesting expense.

14
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SUMMARY OF REPORTS

HAY ANT) FORAGE
l'reseflt Status:

The U. S. Census gives hay production in Union county
as follows:

The 1920 census gives distribution of hay tonnage as fol-
lows: Alfalfa, 30,458 tons; grain hay, 25,000 tons; other hay,
24,415 tons.

Freight rates on hay to Portland are as follows, per ton:
From La Grande 4.60
tirom Hermiston 3.60

Recommendations:

Supplant all other hay with alfalfa as far as possible.
Plant alfalfa along fences in grain fields, instead of

cutting a hay row around the grain every year.
iBest variety is Grimm, rn some other hardy alfalfa

such as Baltic or Cossack. Never use common alfalfa seed,
regardless of difference in price.

County agent should arrange trials of red clover for
hay and seed production. Union experiment station should
experiment with red clover seed production. This crop may
be more satisfactory than alfalfa in some cases if the alfalfa
weevil hits the county.

Alfalfa seed growing not advisable. Can be grown
more economically in other parts of the state.

Best crops to follow alfalfa are corn or Hard Federa-
tion wheat.

Alfalfa should not be grown for shipment out of coun-
ty. Every farm should produce some alfalfa for feed.

Land plaster or sulphur should be used as fertilizer
for alfalfa. Yield.3 c i be increased on the average about one
third.

15

Year All Hay Alfalfa Hay
yield

acres tons acres tons per a.
1899 44,817 78,592 4,628 12,296 2.6
1909 33,147 53)589 6,929 17,344 2.5
1919 43,544 79,873 13,372 30,458 2.3



SUMMARY OF REPORTS

Sweet clover is worthy' of trial on alkaline or poorly
drained soils. The yellow is superior to white.

A permanent pasture is urged for every dairyman
and owner of a farm flock of sheep. Mixture of several
grasses and elovers usually better than grass alone. County
a gent should gather all available information on pasture
grasses.

DAIRY COMMITTEE REPORT

Present Status:

Conditions favorable in this county for dairying.
Legume hay and succulent feeds can be produced in adequate
quantities. Permanent pastures in irrigated sections are
satisfactory.

There are 4700 cows in county, two years old or older.
They produce about 675,000 pounds butter fator an average
of 150 pounds per cow per year. Production per cow should
be at least 240 pounds.

Production of legume hay more than adequate.

About 8000 tons of succulent feed produced per year.
This is 15,000 tons short of requirement for satisfactory feed-
ing of present number of cows.

Very few dairymen now keep records of production or
amounts of feed used.

It should not be difficult to make this county a tuber-
culosis free area.

There are three creameries in' the county. Average
price paid per pound for butter fat was 47.7 cents in 1923.
Average Portland price was 46.6 cents.

Amount of butter fat produced and manufactured is
more than adequate for local consumption.

Whole milk retailing in La Grande amounts to 800
gallons daily and in some seasons runs to 1000 gallons.

Ice cream manufacture reaches 350 gallons daily in
the summer.

Cheese is not now manufactured in the county.
16



SUMMARY OF flEPOItTS

Cream grading and payment on quality has been at-
tempted but has not yet been successful.
Reeomnhendatjons:

All dairymen should keep careful records on thei'
herds. Suitable organizations for testing should be perfected
soon.

Eliminate grade and scrub bulls. Use only approved
registered sires.

As soon as feasible compulsory tuberculosis testing
should be put into effect similar to plan now used in other
counties.

Dairymen should be encouraged to feed balanced ra-
tions.

Each cow should be fed at least 25 pounds of succulent
feed daily when not on pasture.

Permanent pasture should be encouraged.

Seasonal feeding meetings should he held in the dairy
communities.

Dairymen should be encouraged to keep maximum
number of cows that can be handled advantageously, thereby
increasing net profits by lowering overhead expense.

Careful study should be made at once to determine
most satisfactory dairy unit and management thereof under
local conditions.

Most economical method of marketing dairy products
is through local manufacture of butter.

County dairy association should be formed for pur-
pose of promoting the interests of dairymen.

Cream should be graded and paid for on grade. Only
those buyers paying on that basis should be supported.

Boys' and girls' calf and dairy clubs should be en-
couraged.

Stores of the country should be urged to use local
dairy products exclusively.

17



HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE REPORT
APPLES

Present Status:

Commercial apple production in United States in-
creased from 57,048 cars in 1917 to approximately 121,000
cars in 1923.

Average apple production in the United States is
sufficient to meet the present demand for apples.

Oregon's average production per acre of apples (113
boxes) is too low to insure success in apple raising.

Doubtful if apple orchards in Union County can
ever be expected to pay unless yields of at least 250 packed
boxes per acre are obtained.

With good yields of proper varieties it appears that
over a period of years fair profits may be expected.

Undesirable varieties have handicapped the local
apple industry. Varieties that have generally succeeded
are: Jonathan, Rome, Gano, Delicious and Stamen Wine-
saps. Elimination of undesirable varieties is a local problem.

Apple industry could be bettered if varieties were
harvested at the right time, put on market at proper time
and deterioration of quality lessened through proper storage.
More information on handling requirements of individual
varieties.

Plans are under way to bring about more united action
of apple growers of the northwest. United effort needed to
bring about improvement of the industry.

Problems pressing for immediate solution are:
Material reduction in the number of distributors.
Possibility of federal licensing system for dis-

tributing concerns.
Thorough investigation into the possibilities of

bulk shipment and existing practices.
The reinstatement of cider as a beverage on

some basis that will not conflict with our present prohi-
bition laws, thereby creating a market for millions of
bushel of apples which since prohibition have been need-
lessly wasted.

18



IIORTIC[JLTURAL REPOR'I

Collection and presentation of further data look-
ing to a reduction in the freight charges on northwestern
fruit.

Further encouragement and extension of the
federal inspection service.

lteeommendations:

Pull apple trees whose average production is unprofit-
able, or top work when practical.

Growers should keep records of production costs and
financial returns.

Growers should attend demonstrations by the 0. A. C.
Extension Service in the interest of increasing the quality
and average yields of their fruits.

If a grower cannot give Iris orchard the care necessary
to produce clean marketable fruit he should quit the business
at once.

Growers should pool orders for spray material and
other supplies wher practical to do so. Districts not now
organized are urged to form a purchasing association and
pool their orders with the Imbier Apple Growers' Association,
thus getting the benefit of manufacturers' prices and carlot
shipping rates.

Group selling will be beneficial where no selling organ-
ization now exists.

The State Board of Horticulture is urged to arrange
for a Federal inspector for Union County during the 124
season.

C. L. Long, of Oregon Agricultural College should act
as a clearing house in gathering and reporting crop conditions.

P RUNES

Frcs eat Status:

I. Prune production in the northwest in 1923 was as
follows

Idaho 2,300 cats
Oregon 1,440
Washington 500

Total 4,240 cars
19



HORTICULTURAL REPORT

Approximately 400 cars were dried and 500 cars not
harvested. Shipments from these states in 1922 totalled about
2,000 cars.

Union County production is about 70 cars. This will
increase to about 100 cars in three years and 150 cars in six
years. Fresh prune shipments in 1923 totalled only six cars
because of depressed markets supplied by earlier prunes front
other sections.

Prunes in Union County are seldom lost by frost but
lateness in ripening is responsible for loss by fall rains in
some seasons.

Large percentage of prunes now produced are too
small for profitable sale.

Local prunes are grown at relatively high altitudes,
lateness in ripening giving both the fresh and dried products
better flavor than prunes grown in lower altitudes. Ship.
ping qualities of local prunes are superior.

Recommendations:

Prune acreage should not be increased. At least not
until new plantings have come into bearing, increased pro-
duction checked and production balanced by market demands.

Size and quality should be improved. Rigorous prun-
ing of old orchards will materially reduce their production
for a few years and result in a better product when the trees
come back into full bearing. Building up the organic content
of the soil will help increase size.

Standardize, and advertise superior qualities of the
local prune.

CHERRIES

Present Status:

Union County now has 400 acres in sweet cherries,
two years old or older. Plantings in 1924 and 1923 will
increase the acreage to 600. Only 200 acres are in full bearing.

In the last 15 years yields have averaged 2% tons
per acre. In that period the price has been approximately
$115.00 a ton for the three leading varietiesBing, Lambert
and Royal Ann. Proper culture and location of orchards will

20



HORTICULTURAL REPORT

increase yields to a large extent. Half the variation in the
crop can probably be controlled by those means.

California has increased her acreage 30 per cent in
the last three years. Northwest cherry areas are planting
heavily.

Harvest season for Union County cherries range from
July 15 to August 15later than other northwest localities
with a few minor exceptions.

Greatest factor in holding our markets is to expedite
movement of the fruit from tree to car and ship no inferior
fruits.
liecommondations:

It seems hazardous to increase our acreage much.
more. However, we feel secure in increasing production of
black cherries up to 15 or 20 cars per day during the ship-
ping season.

All kinds of cooperation is favored for the purpose of
co-ordinating information and iniproving as far as possible
the marketing of cherries. Organizations of local growers
should be formed to further the industry.
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POULTRY COMMITTEE REPORT
i'resent Status:

The 1920 U. S. Census gave 59,898 chickens on Union
County farms. Value of chickens and eggs produced was
$185,825. Poultry products sold amounted to $82,977. Iii-
crease in poultry raising has been very rapid since 1919.

The county now produces a surplus of eggs above
needs for home consumption.

Poultry production is increasing rapidly in, Oregon as
a whole, and in Washington, California and Idaho.

Union County poultrymen must consider expansion
from the double viewpoint of producing a product of export-
able quality and affiliating sooner or later with some of the
established cooperative poultry producers' associations.
Recommendations:

A side-line unit of 400 laying hens and pullets should
be kept by the farmer who desires to properly house and
manage poultry. Farmers not interested in poultry and who
will not give proper time to their care should keep only suffi-
cient hens to supply the needs of his home table.

All chicks for brooding purposes should. be secured at
one time because of dangers underlying the attempt to brood
together chicks of different ages. The amateur poultryman
should not attempt incubation, breeding, brooding, housing,
feeding, etc., until his experience with poultry warrants it.

Chicks should be hatched or purchased sufficiently
early to be old enough to lay eggs during the fall and winter
months when peak prices are obtained. Chicks should be
hatched in Union County during March and April, preferably
near April 1.

Careful brooding of chicks on clean soil is necessary
for success of poultry raising in this county. Consult 0. A. C.
Circulars numbers 54 and 52 for information on open air
range houses and movable colony brooder houses respectively.

No one should engage in commercial poultry keeping
on less than 10 acres of well drained, tillable soil for each
1,000 hens. This is necessary if soil contamination is to
be avoided. One, two and three-acre tracts must be consid-
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POULTRY COMMITTEE REPORT

ered as a temporary and dangerous undertaking in the poul-
try industry.

Proper housing is necessary to success. Producers
desiring to build new laying houses are urged to be guided by
0. A. C. Station Circular No. 51.

Poultry diseases should be given attention by a veter-
inarian, as pointed out by the State Economic Conference at
Corvallis, January 23 to 25. Diseases are a limiting factor
in poultry production.

The Oregon Poultrymen's association should be sup-
ported.
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LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE REPORT
HOGS

1rese*t Status:

Number of swine in Union County January 1, 1923
was 9,250, according to the U. S. Department of Agriculture
figures. That number probably has decreased from 30 t.
50 per cent.

Successful local hog raisers utilize skim milk and farm
wastes.
Reeomnwaidations:

Production of hogs can be increased on those farms
where there is a supply of some waste product such as skim
milk or grain stubble.

By utilizing farm wastes practically enough hogs can
be produced to take care of local consumption.

SHEEP

Present Status:

The sheep business is again on a paying basis. Farm
and range flocks are showing a profit when properly managed.

Total number of sheep in Union County is estimated
at 17,000 head, valued at $170,000.00. Wool production in
1923 was 136,000 pounds, valued at $54,400.00.
Hecommeiidations:

No increase in number of range sheep because avail-
able summer range is stocked to capacity.

Where necessary facilities for handling can be pro-
vided the keeping of small flocks on farms is encouraged.

BEEF CATTLE

Present Status:

On January 1, 1923 there were reported 14,500 head
of beef cattle in Union County by the U. S. Department of
Agriculture. The number on January 1, 1924 was estimated
by local growers at 10,000 head.

Estimated that there are not enough cattle in the
county to utilize available feed.

24



LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE REPORT

3. Cattle have been fed at a loss in recent years. Beef
prices are discouraging but better prices are hoped for.
Reconunejidations:

No general increase in beef cattle should be made,
although enough cattle should be kept to use the feed not
suited to other purposes.

Further decrease in beef herds is undesirable beeus
much feed now used for beef has no other use.

Selling cattle at low prices and buying slieep at high
prices is undesirable.

25



COMMITTEE PERSONNEL
GENERAL COMMITTEE IN CHARGE

Dr. W. T. Phy, Hot LaJe, Chairman.
Bernal Hug, Elgin, Farmer's Union

H. DeLong, La Grande, Farm Bureau
Roy Gekeler, La Grande, The Grange
Earl Reynolds, La Grande, Chamber of Commerce

L. Meyers, La Grande, Bankers of the County
H. G. Avery, La Grande, 0. A. C. Extension Service

COMMITTEE ON FARM CROPS

J. D. Dobbin, La Grande
A. R. Hunter, La Grande
E. D. Jasper, La Grande

Apples
H. H. Weatherspoon, Elgin
Ray Wilson, Imbler
Prunes
John Dean, Cove

COMMITTEE

W. B. Pickens, La Grande
B. Schroeder, Island City

COMMITTEE ON LIVESTOCK

S. E. Miller, Union Floyd Edwards, Union Exper-
iment Station
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W. P. McDonald, La Grande
W. R. Ledbetter, Alice!
L. L. MeKennon, La Grande

COMMITTEE ON FARM DAIRYING

Dr. W. T. Phy, Hot Lake E. E. Anderson, La Grande
Lee Reynolds, La Grande Robert Withycombe, Union

H. G. Avery, La Grande

COMMITTEE ON HORTICULTURE

L. G. Lantz, Cove
Cherries
Karl S. Stackland, Cove
Thomas C. Hefty, Cove
Chris M. Stackland, Cove

ON POULTRY

S. A. Robertson, La Grande
Rex Griggs, Union
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