
The 4-H mission is to help young 
people become self-directing, 
productive, and contributing 

members of society. The learn-by-doing 
methods of 4-H result not only in 
learning practical skills, but also in the 
development of sound judgment, a 
sense of responsibility, individual 
initiative, leadership, and citizenship 
experience. By becoming involved in a 
wide variety of real-life activities, 
ranging from agriculture to expressive 
arts, boys and girls develop inquiring 
minds, strengthen decision-making 
competency, improve communication 
skills, and learn to work together with 
both peers and adults. 

For over 80 years the 4-H program 
has provided knowledge to help youth 
develop the skills needed to improve 
their lives. Many young people con- 
tinue to be involved in traditional 4-H 
projects, such as foods, creative arts, 
and animal projects. However, condi- 
tions of life and the society in which 
we live have changed over the years. 
4-H, too, has changed to meet the 
needs of youth. The 4-H program now 
includes school-aged child care pro- 
grams and programs specifically for 
high-risk youth. 

County Extension Office 
Phone Numbers 
Baker: 541-523-6418 
Benton: 541-757-6750 
Clackamas: 503-655-8631 
Clatsop: 503-325-8573 
Columbia: 503-397-3462 
Coos: 541-396-3121, Ext. 240 
Crook: 541-447-6228 
Curry: 541-247-6672 
Deschutes: 541-548-6088 
Douglas: 541-672-4461 
Gilliam: 541-384-2271 
Grant: 541-575-1911 
Harney: 541-573-2506 
Hood River: 541-386-3343 
Jackson: 541-776-7371 
Jefferson: 541-475-3808 

Tribal Office Building: 541-553-3238 
Josephine: 541-476-6613 
Klamath: 541-883-7131 
Lake: 541-947-6054 
Lane: 541-687-4243 & 1-800-872-8980 
Lincoln: 541-265-4107 
Linn: 541-967-3871 
Malheur: 541-881-1417 
Marion: 503-588-5301 
Morrow: 541-676-9642 
Multnomah: 503-725-2000 
Polk: 503-623-8395 
Sherman: 541-565-3230 
Tillamook: 503-842-3433 
Umatilla: 541-278-5403 
Union: 541-963-1010 
Wallowa: 541-426-3143 
Wasco: 541-296-5494 
Washington: 503-725-2300 
Wheeler: 541-763-4115 
Yamhill: 503-434-7517 
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4-H Members and 
Participants 

4-H members are youth in grades 4 
through 12 who learn together in club 
settings led by volunteer 4-H leaders. 
Club members meet all year long to 
complete one of 40 or more projects. 
4-H clubs usually have officers elected 
from their membership. 

Some youth participate in 4-H school 
enrichment programs or other short- 
term special-interest programs. These 
short-term programs may be led by 
volunteers or teachers. Most programs 
focus on science-based curricula that 
support the latest educational goals for 
Oregon students. 

Youth in grades K-3 may enroll in 
4-H Adventures programs and 4-H 
EFNEP groups. 

4-H members and participants are 
considered part of the off-campus 
student body of Oregon State Univer- 
sity. Curent 4-H enrollment includes 
more than 55,000 Oregon youth. 

4-H Volunteer Leaders 
Volunteer leaders are the corner- 

stones of the 4-H program. They may 
be club leaders, resource people, activ- 
ity coordinators, or any combination of 
these. Many counties have an overall 
advisory committee that involves 
volunteers and assists the county 
Extension agent in providing ideas and 
support for the county's 4-H program. 

All counties also have committees in 
which volunteers participate. These 
may include project committees, such 
as a horse leaders committee, home 
economics leaders committee, or 

natural resources leaders committee; or 
program support committees, such as a 
recognition committee or fair commit- 
tee. More than 7,000 4-H leaders ex- 
tend the Oregon State University 
campus through county Extension 
offices in all 36 counties. 

County 
County Extension Agent 4-H 
Youth Development 

Every county in Oregon has an 
Oregon State University Extension 
office and at least one county Exten- 
sion agent who provides leadership for 
the 4-H program along with local 
volunteer 4-H leaders. 

The role of the county Extension 
agent is that of an educator and 4-H 
program manager. The county agent is 
a faculty member of Oregon State 
University and provides a direct com- 
munity link to the research and infor- 
mation of OSU. Each county provides 
funding for the Extension office, either 
by allocation from the county budget 
or by a special tax service district. 
Without this support. Extension ser- 

vices, including 4-H, would not be 
available in the county. 

Additional support for the county 
4-H program is provided by local 
businesses, organizations, and indi- 
viduals. 

State 
Oregon State University 
Extension Service 

In each state, the Extension Service is 
part of the land grant university, which 
in Oregon is Oregon State University. 
The OSU Extension Service includes six 
program areas: 4-H youth development 
education, agriculture, home econom- 
ics, forestry, marine science, and en- 
ergy. 

The Oregon 4-H program is directed 
by the state 4-H Program Leader and a 
staff of Extension specialists. Most of 
these people are housed in the 4-H 
Youth Development Education Office 
on the OSU campus. 

The Oregon 4-H Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization that adminis- 
ters private and corporate contribu- 
tions for the ongoing growth and 
development of the 4-H program in 
Oregon and for the recognition of 
excellence in 4-H. The Foundation is 
led by a board of trustees, an executive 
director, and a director of develop- 
ment. 

Notional 
USDA Extension System and 
National 4-H Council 

National leadership for 4-H is located 
with the Extension Service in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture in Washing- 
ton, DC. There is a national 4-H ad- 
ministrator and several national 
program leaders who coordinate na- 
tional initiatives and determine pro- 
gram emphases for 4-H. 

The National 4-H Council is a non- 
profit organization that administers 
corporate and private contributions for 
the growth and development of 4-H. 
The Council works closely with the 4-H 
staff at USDA and state 4-H program 
leaders to carry out a nationwide 
program. The Council's primary focus 
is to foster innovation in the field of 
positive youth development. The 
Council is directed by a board of trust- 
ees representing both corporate and 
university leaders. 
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