
Sandberg's Bluegrass 
(Poa secunda) 

Range Plant HA 
Leaflet '^ 

Where does it grow? Sandberg's 
bluegrass grows over most of the 
dry ranges of eastern Oregon.  While 
it grows in a multitude of sites, 
it is well adapted to shallow, rocky, 
droughty soils.  It grows in associa- 
tion with bluebunch wheatgrass, sage- 
brush, and cheatgrass.  On many 
abused ranges it is about the only 
native perennial grass remaining. 

Is it important?  It greens up 
early in the spring and furnishes 
early green feed, especially for 
sheep.  Due to its low growth 
habit and early maturity, it 
produces relatively little forage. 
It maintains itself well under 
heavy grazing and repeated burning. 
Its heavy but shallow root system 
is very effective in preventing 
soil erosion. 

What does it look like? Sandberg's 
bluegrass is a small tufted perennial. 
The short leaves are mostly basal. 
The plant seldom exceeds one foot 
in height and is generally much 
shorter.  The seed stalk and head 
which turns purplish at maturity 
extends several inches above the 
leaves'.  The plant matures in early 
June and spends the dry summer in the 
dormant state.  It greens up again 
with the fall rains. 

Description; 

Length of Life—Perennial. 

Height—Usually less than one foot. 

Bunch or  Sod—Bunch. 
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Leaves—Short, soft, flat or folded.  The end of the leaf looks 

like the end of a canoe. 

Heads—The heads are 1 to 4 inches long, with short branches.  The 

heads are usually compact but may be somewhat spreading at 

flowering time. 

How to use it—Best use is for early spring grazing with sheep. 

Other Names—Little bluegrass. 

Does it look like anything else? Yes, it looks much like other 

bunch type bluegrass such as Nevada bluegrass, Canby bluegrass and 

big bluegrass.  However, it is much smaller and matures earlier. 


