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Universities, colleges, and public schools are 
devoting increasing educational and research effort 
to the fishing industry. Public management agencies 
such as the Fish Commission of Oregon and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service also are increas- 
ing their commitment toward improving the economic 
and social condition within this nearly $70 million 
Oregon industry. Oregon's fishing industry is made 
up of "people" as well as "fish". While much previ- 
ous research and education has relied upon knowl- 
edge of "fish," the importance of an understanding 
of the "people" in the industry is beginning to be 
recognized. 

This publication attempts to identify who and 
what some of these people are. The information pro- 
vided here, combined with data from other sources, 
can act as a guide to developing research and edu- 
cational programs for people in the fishing industry. 

WHERE DID WE GET OUR DATA? 
The Fish Commission of Oregon Issues commercial 

fishing licenses to anyone taking or assisting in taking 
food fish for commercial purposes in Oregon waters, 
landing food fish for commercial purposes, or operat- 
ing or assisting in the operation of a commercial fishing 
vessel or gear. The Commission also issues licenses 
for every commercial fishing vessel operating In Oregon 
waters. 

Name, age, mailing address, and license numbers 
were available from these licenses. Other data were 
taken from surveys conducted by the OSU Marine Ad- 
visory Program during 1970. 

HOW MANY FISHERMEN ARE THERE? 
The Fish Commission issued 5,923 commercial li- 

censes in 1968 and 5,663 in 1969. During those two 
years a total of 8,085 different people held commercial 
fishing licenses from Oregon. The recent Marine Ad- 
visory Program survey indicates that as many as 53 
percent of these license holders are crew as opposed 
to captains. Since there are very few Oregon vessels 
carrying crew members that do not handle fish or gear, 
nearly all license holders are fishermen in the true sense 
of the word. 
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HOW OLD ARE THEY? 
Oregon licensed fishermen are relatively young, 

(see chart above), although licenses have been issued 
to a number of persons over 80 years of age. The dis- 
tribution of Oregon licensed fishermen by age can be 
illustrated as follows: 

Nearly 12 percent of all Oregon license holders 
were of college age (17 to 21). There were more 20- 
year-o!d commercial fishermen than any other single 
age. There were also many in the 30- to 36-year-old 
age bracket and more than half in the 42- to 50-year- 
old age range. The average age of all Oregon license 
holders was 41, and there is no reason to believe that 
this is rising. Nearly 45 percent of all license holders 
were under 41 years of age and nearly 65 percent were 
under 50. 

WHERE DO THE FISHERMEN LIVE? 
All Oregon licensed fishermen do not live on the 

Oregon coast nor do they all live in Oregon. More than 
21 percent of all licenses issued were to non-residents. 
Resident license holders lived an average of 45 miles 
from the Pacific Coast. There were nearly as many 
commercial fishermen living in some inland communi- 
ties as there were in the major coastal ports. Listed are 
some of the towns in which Oregon licensed fishermen 
resided, that town's distance from the ocean (to the 
nearest 10 miles), and the number of fishermen who 
listed that town as their residence. (continued) 

Town Miles from Coast Resident No. of Fishermen 
Astoria 0 590 
Portland 60 429 
Newport 0 286 
Coos Bay 0 271 
Eugene 50 184 
Salem 50 179 
Seaside 0 142 
Warrenton 0 131 
Brookings 0 122 
Charleston 0 115 
Reedsport 0 113 
North Bend 0 102 
Port Orford 0 83 
Albany 50 73 
Tillamook 0 68 
Clatskanie 30 67 
Springfield 60 67 
Toledo 10 62 
Depoe Bay 0 57 
Roseburg 50 57 
Florence 0 56 
Corvallis 40 51 
Bandon 0 46 
Harbor 0 46 
Gearhart 0 45 
Pacific City 0 42 
Hillsboro 40 40 
Milwaukie 70 40 
Oregon City 

" 
40 



1178 

cr 
LJJ 
D 
_i 
O 
I 
HI 
w 
z 
LU 
O 

LU 
CO 
CO 
LU > 
U. 
O 
EC 
LU 
m 

OCEAN 

331       327 

122 

98 

10 

71 

25 

30 
COAST 

MOUNTAINS 

40 50 60 70 80 
WILLAMETTE 

VALLEY 
MILES 

90       100 
CASCADE 

MOUNTAINS 

110       120       130      140 150 

The majority of those that held Oregon licenses but 
did not reside in Oregon lived in California or Washing- 
ton. Listed are the states where non-resident license 
holders resided: 

Although large num- 
bers of Oregon license 
holders lived away from 
the ocean they obviously 
did not all commute to 
work each day, certainly 
not from such states as 
Montana or New Hamp- 
shire. Many fishehrmen re- 
sided inland during the 
larger part of the year and 
lived on the coast during 
the fishing season. There- 
fore, it would have been 
possible to find them "at 
home" in Hillsboro or in 
Depoe Bay, depending on 
the time of year. 

DO FISHERMEN OWN THEIR OWN 
VESSELS? 

More than half the fishing license holders obtained a 
vessel license. Conversely, more than 95 percent of the 
Oregon licensed vessels were licensed by persons 
holding Oregon fishing licenses. Although absentee 
vessel ownership is minor, it should be pointed out that 

Number of 
State Fishermen 

California 613 

Washington 554 

Alaska 10 

Arizona 4 

Idaho 2 

Montana 2 

Nevada 2 

Texas 2 

New Hampshire 

North Dakota 

Utah 

Vermont 

Wisconsin 

about 3 percent of vessel license holders licensed more 
than one vessel during 1968 and 1969. Also, the person 
licensing the vessel may have been operating it under a 
lease or share arrangement and the true owner (which is 
frequently the mortgager) may never have appeared in 
the records. 

Therefore, the true number of owner-operators was 
probably somewhat less than 90 percent of the 3,000 
vessel licenses issued (but over half of all Oregon com- 
mercially licensed fishermen). This is a significantly 
large percentage compared to other states. 

HOW OLD ARE VESSEL OWNERS? 
Seventy-five of all 44-year-old fishing license hold- 

ers also held vessel licenses, while only 25 percent of 
all 26- or 67-year-old fishing license holders also held 
vessel licenses. 

The average age of all vessel license holders was 
45 during 1968 and 1969. This was only slightly above 
the average age of all fishing license holders (41). 
Fifty-two percent of all vessels were licensed by per- 
sons 45 years old or younger and 66 percent were 
licensed by persons 50 years old or younger. Vessels 
were licensed by 16-, 17-, and 18-year old as well as 
71-, 72-, and 73-year-old persons. 

WHERE DO VESSEL OWNERS LIVE? 
If all fishing vessel license holders were considered 

according to the distance of their residence from the 
ocean  (see chart above), there would be more than 
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1,000 license holders on the coast and more than 700 
in the Willamette Valley. The average distance was 34 
miles (resident fishing license holders lived an average 
of 45 miles from the coast), although some lived as far 
away as 200 miles from the ocean. In general, the geo- 
graphic distribution of vessel license holders is surpris- 
ingly close to that of all commercial fishing licenses. 

HOW MANY FISHERMEN ARE PART- 
TIMERS? 

A commercial fisherman can be a part-timer by 
holding another job while fishing or by fishing one year 
and not the next. The OSU Marine Advisory Program 
survey conducted in 1970 indicated that nearly 38 per- 
cent of Oregon licensed fishermen obtained less than 
half of their annual income from fishing and 46 percent 
received all of their annual income from fishing. 

The same survey also indicated that nearly 43 per- 
cent of the license holders had fished five years or less. 
The industry is characterized by large numbers of peo- 
ple who enter one year and drop out the next. Of the 
5,923 people obtaining licenses in 1968, only 3,501 re- 
newed their licenses and were joined by 2,162 new 
licensees in 1969. That is a turnover of more than 25 
percent for those two years. 

Vessel license holders change vessels at an even 
more rapid rate. Of the 3,048 vessel licenses issued in 
1968, 68 percent renewed with the same vessel or ves- 
sels, while 32 percent either changed vessels, did not 
renew, or were new licensees. 

In general, there are many part-time fishermen in 
Oregon and even the full-time fishermen change vessels 
frequently. 

WHAT ARE OREGON'S FISHERMEN 
REALLY LIKE? 

The typical Oregon fisherman is clearly not the old, 
weatherbeaten, long-time waterfront dweller that many 
imagine him to be. If the typical fisherman of 1968 and 
1969 could be assembled from the nearly 6,000 fisher- 
men he represents, he would be 41 years old, live about 
45 miles from the coast, have a 51 percent ownership in 
a vessel for less than three years, earn 66 percent of his 
income from fishing and would have fished for less than 
six years. 

An appreciation of these characteristics will con- 
tribute to more relevant, effective and efficient research 
and educational efforts directed towards Oregon's fish- 
ing industry. 

MARINE ADVISORY PROGRAM VINYL NOTEBOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 

Oregon State University's Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program has made 
available to commercial fishermen a sturdy, vinyl bound, three-ring binde/ to 
hold Marine Advisory Program publications and data from other sources of 
interest to the commercial fishing industry. 

Designed to be kept aboard boat and to serve ^s a ready reference of ma- 
rine data, the notebook is available free of charge from any OSU Sea Grant 
Marine Advisory Program extension agent, located at your Oregon coastal 
county Cooperative Extension Service office. 

Your OSU Marine Advisory Program extension agent is always available to 
assist the commercial fisherman in matters pertaining to his operation and our 
marine environment. Pay him a visit. 


