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Assessing Sustainable Governance in Kuwait After the 
First Gulf War 

 
 

Introduction 
 

When Iraqi military forces withdrew from Kuwait in 1991 after the First 

Gulf War, they left behind the biggest oil spill in history, many oil lakes, and an 

extremely polluted ecosystem (UN, 1993). In the 20 years since the end of 

Operation Desert Storm, which drove the Iraqi army out of Kuwait, interest in the 

Kuwaiti government’s response to these historic environmental disasters has 

increased. It is time to look back and evaluate how the government in Kuwait has 

been handling the environmental challenges facing the country. In this work, I will 

address the following question: How have the different governmental institutions 

of Kuwait been performing to put the country on a sustainable track after the war? 

By "government institutions" I mean the three branches of government. This 

question can be answered by looking into how the parliament responded as a body 

to adapt sustainable policies, and how the different ministries in the executive 

branch worked to achieve the different objectives of sustainable governance. I 

hypothesize that the different branches of government failed to abide by clear 

environmental standards to achieve sustainable governance. I also hypothesize that 

whatever policies the government adapted to achieve sustainable governance have 

not been effective due to the lack of enforcement. 
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Kuwait is a small country that lies in the heart of a politically and 

economically dynamic environment. It has a population of around 2 million, 60% 

of whom come from foreign countries to work for a few years and then leave 

(CIA, 2009). Politically, Kuwait is a young democracy. It declared independence 

in 1961 and established itself as a constitutional emirate. Since then, it has grown 

rapidly, both economically and institutionally. After Kuwait’s declaration of 

independence, a constitution was ratified to define the branches of government and 

the scope of each branch (CIA, 2009). The executive branch, represented by the 

Amir and the appointed prime minister, carries out laws passed by the National 

Assembly (commonly referred to as “the parliament”), which is the elected 

legislative branch (CIA, 2009). The judiciary branch, represented by the courts, 

interprets the laws and the constitution (CIA, 2009).  

 The parliament consists of 50 elected members from 5 districts. Ten 

members from each district are chosen by a vote plurality. Voters have the right to 

vote for a maximum of 4 candidates in each election, and elections take place 

every 4 years (CIA, 2009). The executive branch has the power to participate in all 

legislative sessions; when the parliament is in session, the executive branch votes 

as a block in every session in which legislative members would normally vote. It 

could be argued that such constitutional power takes away some of the control 

voters have on what goes on in the parliament (Alharbi, 2005). This is because the 

government usually has around 16 appointed ministers, all of whom cast the same 

vote, creating a very significant voting block. This means that by swaying a few 
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elected members their way, they can block or help pass any bill. Their mission 

only becomes more difficult when the opposition is very strong, making it hard to 

sway any votes (Herbs, 2009).  

The Kuwaiti system of government has survived the past 50 years despite 

having a surrounding environment that has often been challenging for or hostile to 

democratic forms of government. However, democracy in Kuwait had its own 

setbacks in the 1970s and 1980s when the Amir unconstitutionally dissolved the 

parliament a number of times, which put the executive branch in charge of 

government responsibilities (Herbs, 2009). But that did not mean that the 

parliament failed to legislate when it was in session. Since the beginning, the 

Kuwaiti parliament has been active on almost all fronts by using its committees to 

focus on the different areas of policy, including environmental policies, which 

became increasingly important after the First Gulf War (Herbs, 2009). 

 The Kuwaiti government has been trying to handle the very complicated 

task of managing a fast-growing economy that first bloomed in the early 1940s 

with the discovery of large oil reserves (CIA, 2009). Just like any other growing 

economy, Kuwait had its own problems trying to manage the resulting side effects, 

including the negative impact that oil production has on the environment. Not until 

1991 did people in Kuwait realize the impact oil production could have on the 

environment when the Iraqi army burned most of the oil wells and spilled around 

1.5 million barrels of oil in the Persian Gulf in an act that was described as the 
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largest environmental crisis in human history (Pollack, 2003). The impact of these 

events on the environment and on the population was tremendous, especially 

because the Gulf is the main source of food and water in Kuwait (Pollack, 2003). 

The effects of the spill were also felt by Saudi Arabia and other countries in the 

gulf region (Pollack, 2003). The fires in the oil wells had their own devastating 

effects on the environment as well—they were so huge that it took a coalition of 

many governments 6 months to put them out. During this time, the air in Kuwait 

was extremely polluted and an unprecedented rise in human health problems was 

reported, including a sharp rise in asthma among the Kuwaiti population (Gouge, 

Daniels and Smith, 1994). The damage to Kuwait’s wells also resulted in the 

formation of around 300 oil lakes (USGS, 2010). 

   Because environmental problems significantly impact both immediate 

and neighboring ecosystems, it is important to address whether or not they were 

properly mitigated. Air pollution in Kuwait or a significant oil spill (like the one 

that occurred near the end of the Gulf War) can negatively affect marine 

ecosystems and air quality well beyond Kuwait's borders. This question is also 

important due to the possibility of future environmental disasters that might take 

place in Kuwait, and also to see whether or not the government in Kuwait is 

properly structured to handle the negative impacts of those potential disasters.  

However, this question cannot be addressed in a strict environmental sense by only 

considering environmental policies. Instead, it requires a more comprehensive 

approach that also assesses how economic, social, and institutional policies 
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contribute to sustainable governance at large that would ultimately lead to better 

protection of the ecosystem in Kuwait. The environmental disasters from the First 

Gulf War were alarming signs that environmental damages in Kuwait could lead to  

significant damages to the ecosystem in the whole region. This is why I am 

choosing the end of the war to be a starting point for this research to look into how 

the Kuwaiti government has been performing in terms of putting the country on a 

sustainable path that would minimize any future environmental damages. 

 In more details, the questions that will be addressed in this research are 

what kind of policies have the different branches of government in Kuwait adapted 

in the past 20 years to move towards the social, economic, institutional and 

environmental objectives of sustainable governance? Have those policies been 

effective in achieving the sustainable governance goals since they have been 

implemented? For each objective I ask especially what the executive branch and 

the legislative branch have done in the past 20 years. If there are policies present 

but have not been effective I ask why have they not been successful and what 

difficulties prevent them from achieving their goals? After answering those 

questions can we conclude that the Kuwaiti government has done an adequate job 

in putting the country in the right track towards sustainable governance?  
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Framework and Literature Review 
 
 There have been several methods used to measure and evaluate the efficacy 

of government responses to environmental challenges. Though they differ in 

details, they all share the common feature of setting environmental goals to see 

whether or not they have been met. In other words, the different methods generally 

look into whether or not governments have policies that set environmental goals 

and then come back later on to see whether or not those goals have been met. The 

first way in which to evaluate government responses is simply to see whether or 

not governments have set environmental standards and whether or not those 

standards have been met. For example, to measure government response to air 

pollution, I first try to find out whether or not air quality standards have been set. 

The next step is to see whether or not those standards have been met since the 

implementation of the environmental policies. Examples of using this method 

include the different attempts to assess the performance of the allowance trading 

system (commonly referred to as cap-and-trade) for SO2 that was set by the Clean 

Air Act. The allowance trading system is based on specific air quality standards 

for pollutants such as SO2 that contribute to acid rain. Assessments that look into 

the success of such program try to evaluate how the system worked to abide by the 

standards while meeting the different objectives of the program such as increasing 

efficiency through the market-based approach and lowering potential costs of 

enforcing environmental standards (Stavins, 1998). Other examples touch on water 

quality standards especially those instructed by the Water Quality Act of 1965. 
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The law requires the establishment of specific water quality standards. Those 

standards could be used as a way to help to assess government performance in 

environmental protection by analyzing those standards and evaluating how they 

have been effective in achieving their objectives such as improving the quality of 

interstate waterways, protecting the already clean waters bodies, and staying ahead 

of pollution problems (Hirsch, Agee and Burd, 1968). While this method has been 

useful in assessing government response to environmental challenges such as air 

and water pollution, it is not clear if such approach would be sufficient to asses the 

response of the Kuwaiti government’s response due to the absence of access to 

clear environmental standards. According to the head of the Environmental Public 

Authority, dr. Salah Almudhhi, the agency has been copying the standards from 

the Environmental Protection Agency in the US with some tweaks (Almudhhi, 

2011). However, efforts to obtain those standards were not successful. The method 

is also not useful in capturing the complexity of environmental problems due to its 

focused nature on one environmental issue. 

 Another method to evaluate governmental environmental response is to 

perform content analysis on environmental policies. Content analysis is done by 

going through government policies to see whether or not certain objectives, such 

as mitigating environmental problems, are described or could be inferred from the 

text of the policies. Content analysis has been used in a number of environmental 

policy areas, including water. Bridget Brown of Oregon State University, in a 

project focused on water policies in the Middle East, performed content analysis of 



 
 

8 

water policies in six Middle Eastern countries to see how different objectives are 

addressed by the policies adapted by those governments. The objectives were 

divided into two categories: government functions and processes (“Regional Water 

Governance,” 2010). Content analysis was useful in this case by giving a good 

picture of how different objectives are addressed in public policy, and in this case, 

in water policies. From many other examples of the application of content 

analysis, the method was used in a paper to see how higher education is covered 

by Boston metropolitan newspapers. The application of the method included 

quantifying the number of articles concerning higher education in different 

sections of the newspapers. The use of the content analysis method led to the 

conclusion that higher education was not covered in depth compared to other 

issues and it was useful in determining what universities in the area received most 

coverage (Quartararo, 1978). The content analysis approach has been successful in 

providing flexibility to researchers by including as many categories as the 

researchers want to apply content analysis. Contrary to the second example about 

the newspapers in the Boston metropolitan areas, a much higher degree of 

comprehensiveness was in display in the other research by the OSU team on water 

policies in the Middle East because of the many categories that were used by the 

researchers in the study. As a result, content analysis could be useful in capturing 

the complexities of environmental challenges that face a country like Kuwait. 

 

 However, to evaluate the performance of the Kuwaiti government with 



 
 

9 

regard to the environmental problems, categories will have to expand to more than 

just strict environmental policies. The concept of Sustainable Governance can be 

useful to draw the categories required to performing content analysis on 

government policies in Kuwait to see how the government is positioned to face the 

environmental challenges. 

 Sustainable governance is a concept that is used to evaluate the long-term 

ability of the government to manage ecological, social, institutional and economic 

processes in a way that does not compromise the ability of future generations to 

meet their needs in those four areas (Steel, 2011). The concept of sustainable 

governance also has been discussed in international environmental conferences 

around the world such as the Earth Summit that was held in Rio de Janeiro in 

1992. Thus summit concluded that environmental problems do in fact relate to 

processes such as environmental, social, institutional and economic processes. The 

principles that were laid out by the Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development touch on this general method of approaching environmental issues 

through the lens of “sustainable development”. The principles clearly link the 

economic policies around the world to the degradation of natural resources and 

that in order to reverse such trend governments need to shift to more equitable 

systems and economies that take into account environmental externalities (UNEP, 

1992). Sustainable development emphasizes environmental and economic aspects 

of governance. The economics of sustainability embrace economic growth but 

without compromising on the health of the ecosystem and ecosystem services for 
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future generations. There are conflicting views about how economic growth and 

environmental protection could be balanced. Environmental socialists such as 

Professor John Bellamy Foster are the leading critics of the idea of sustainable 

development. In his book “What Every Environmentalist Needs to Know About 

Capitalism”, Foster argues that capitalism and its drive to unlimited growth can 

never be good for the environment. Even with green technologies, new problems 

will emerge that will cause even further environmental degradation because the 

capitalist system will encourage more consumption than what the ecosystem could 

handle (Magdoff and Foster, 2011). On the other hand, some economists such as 

Jeffrey Sachs believe that sustainable development is essential to environmental 

protection in this day and age. In his book “Common Wealth”, Sachs argues that 

even with the global population size reaching the 9 billion mark in the future as 

projected by the UN, we could still pursue economic policies aimed at growth 

while limiting carbon emissions and protecting the planet. He argues that a larger 

population size on this planet will mean more wealth creation. If such wealth is 

created mainly in developing countries, we will be able to lift millions out of 

poverty and thus have a better shot at pursuing sustainable policies by promoting 

renewable energy sources and other green technologies (Sachs, 2008). His thesis 

and approach to understanding the environmental challenges resembles the 

concept of sustainable development that tries to find a balance between economic, 

environmental, and social objectives. The concept can be illustrated in the 

following diagram: 



 
 

11 

 

Figure 1. Sustainable Development (Dernbach, 2012) 

The diagram shows that the economy is part of every society. However, societies 

have a lot more than the economy in them such as other social institutions. Both 

the society and its economy are limited by the environment. Sustainable 

development is the concept that tries to understand the links between these three 

circles to get the most balanced outcome (Dernbach, 2012).  

 Professor Brent Steele from Oregon State University adds another circle that 

is very important to sustainability. The additional circle is government institutions 

that govern the society, the economy, and the way the society interacts with the 

environment. When we add government institutions to the sustainability equation 

we then get the sustainable governance concept that was defined earlier (Steel, 

2011). 

 The concept of sustainable governance thus can be used to design the 

categories necessary for performing content analysis on government policies in 
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Kuwait because it touches on policy areas that were not previously thought to be 

connected to the wellbeing of the ecosystem, though it is now becoming 

increasingly evident that they are all related (Harper, 2004). For governments to 

succeed in protecting the environment, they have to be successful in understanding 

the different dimensions of environmental problems and incorporate them in long-

term public policy. When it comes to a country such as Kuwait that is a primary 

producer of oil, which is a non-renewable source of energy, I will have to consider 

whether or not the country is pursuing economic policies that moves the country 

away from its dependance on this non-renewable resource while pursuing other 

environmental and social policies that promote environmental protection. It is 

important to mention that the Kuwaiti government is part of the local debate about 

environmental protection. The two sides of the debate are the pro-growth debate 

without much regard to sustainability while the other is the pro-sustainability 

agenda. In this paper I am focusing on the sustainability agenda. However, my 

position does not necessarily reflect the dominant position that is held by the 

Kuwaiti public. That could be especially problematic after discussing the presence 

of sustainability policies because a society that is pro-sustainability agenda will 

help in implementing the policies instead of just having them on paper.
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Methods 
 
 To apply the sustainable governance concept to answer the research 

question, the parameters of sustainable governance have to be clearly defined in 

order to be applied to the different policies in Kuwait. The objectives of 

sustainable governance can be described in four categories: 

1. Environmental objectives: These include sustainable management of 

natural resources, the protection of the ecosystem from different kinds of 

pollution, and the effective mitigation of environmental pollution. Note 

that protection of the ecosystem means the protection of the quality of 

the biotic and abiotic elements of the ecosystem. 

2. Social objectives: By investing in the people, via promoting 

environmental ideals through education and enhancing and mobilizing 

social capital to encourage collective action towards sustainability, such 

objectives can be met. Social capital is a term that refers to the value of 

the different social networks and bonds people share, such as those 

created by family and work situations. Investing in social capital could 

promote political participation and eliminate government corruption to 

better support sustainable policies (Halpern, 2005). 

3. Economic objectives: These shift the focus of economic policies away 

from increased ecosystem pollution and encouragement of unsustainable 

consumption of natural resources towards a system where environmental 

externalities of economic activities are taken into account. This is 
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essential in reaching the economic objectives of sustainable governance. 

Such changes require government policies that would shift the opinions 

of the public sector, and through cooperation, would trigger similar shifts 

in the private sector (Daly and Cobb, 1999).  

4. Institutional objectives: These constitute institutional changes in 

government that would result in more equality among different social, 

economic, and ethnic classes, including women, religious minorities, and 

low-income people. Changes should also be aimed at encouraging civic 

engagement in the policy-making process. The group that is most 

disadvantaged in Kuwait is women. The focus on this objective will be 

on this group and whether or not there have been institutional changes 

that insure gender equality in government. Gender equality is considered 

to be pivotal in environmental protection and management of natural 

resources due to the different ways males and females interact with the 

ecosystem. So for environmental policies to be effective gender equality 

has to be accomplished in government institutions. Such conclusion is 

confirmed by a study where nations with more women represented in 

government were more likely to ratify environmental treaties compared 

to government with less equitable representation in government 

(Norgaard and York, 2005). 

By working towards these four goals, governments can position themselves in a 

way that can insure better response to environmental challenges and a sustainable 
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future for the coming generations, who can live in a cleaner environment and a 

more equitable society in which civic engagement is high and essential for a 

transparent and credible government (Steel, 2011).   

 The urgent need for a sustainable course of governmental action, to achieve 

the previous objectives, is especially important in Kuwait given the historic 

environmental challenges that were brought about by the First Gulf War. The 

urgency arises from the many reforms that were proposed by the political 

opposition in Kuwait, but halted in the years prior to the Iraqi invasion. Such 

reforms include policies that would help in the four previously described 

objectives. The Gulf War resulted in the empowerment of the opposition, which 

passed the policy reforms after the conflict (Herbs, 2009).  

 In examining sustainable governance, it seems that it is a concept that is 

flexible and comprehensive enough that it could not only be applied as a method to 

assess how the Kuwaiti government reacted to the local environmental challenges 

of the war, but also to other social, economic, and institutional challenges that 

would contribute to sustainability. The concept of sustainable governance can by 

applied by focusing on whether or not policies or programs that support the 

sustainability programs are present.  The focus will be on the period from 1991 to 

2011 and encompasses the 20 years between Kuwait’s liberation and the present 

day. Additional focus will be placed on policies used to achieve environmental 

objectives because of the special ecological circumstances in which Kuwait has 

found itself following the war. The focus on environmental policies is aimed at 
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giving a closer look to the course of action the Kuwaiti government took to 

mitigate the environmental problems of the war and to what policies have been 

adapted to prevent future environmental problems. With regard to environmental 

objectives, in addition to reviewing environmental policies following the war, 

interviews have been conducted with representatives of both the legislative and 

executive branches of government. This part of the study is done by interviewing 

members of parliament to get direct personal encounters regarding the nature of 

their work when it comes to the environmental problems that are associated with 

the war. The goal of the interview is to add on the emphasis on the environmental 

objectives alone. There was access to one of the most important and active 

members of the parliament on the environmental front through her office which 

could be contacted through her official website. She is also the co-chair of the 

Environmental Affairs Committee. The focus of the executive branch is on the 

Environmental Public Authority (EPA), which is the main environmental 

regulatory agency in Kuwait. The head of the agency is Dr. Salah Almudhhi, who 

is also interviewed for this study.  

 The interviews are divided into two parts. The first part is about specific 

information regarding the parliament’s work on environmental issues and the work 

of the EPA. The second half is more open-ended in order to get an insight into the 

kinds of things that cannot be found on paper, such as the politics behind 

environmental issues. 

 Included is the response of Dr. Aseel Alawadhi of the parliament, who is 
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specifically asked about the parliament’s relationship with the executive branch 

and its evaluation of the EPA since the creation thereof, in addition to the work of 

the environmental affairs committee in the parliament, and how other members of 

the parliament specifically and the electorate in general prioritize environmental 

issues. 

 The interview with Dr. Salah Almudhhi on the other hand is geared more 

toward how the government handled the environmental problems resulting from 

the war and whether or not there are long-term effects from the conflict that the 

agency is working to mitigate. The open-ended portion of the interview is about 

the evaluation of the parliament and its relationship with the Environmental 

Affairs Committee. It also covers how the Kuwaiti government is cooperating with 

other countries in the region and worldwide on environmental policies. This is 

important given that environmental problems are cross-boundary issues in some 

cases (e.g., global warming and the pollution from the war that expanded beyond 

the Kuwaiti borders). 

 The results of the application of sustainable governance in Kuwait will be 

organized in a table to illustrate the number of policies that advance each 

objective: 
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Table 3.1 Template for sustainable governance objectives and the policies for each 
objective 

 
Objective Number of policies 

present* 

Environmental  

Economic  

Institutional  

Social  

 

* The number of policies present will be expressed in discrete numbers or integers 

such as (1/2) if sustainable governance objectives are included within other 

policies or laws. 
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Results 
 
 Results of the study are divided according to the four objectives of 

sustainable governance. 

1. Environmental objectives 
 
 As mentioned previously, the results on the environmental side are taken 

from both a review of the governmental policies and interviews with public 

officials from both the legislative and executive branches of government. With 

regards to policies, there have been two significant policies that have been 

adapted. The first is the creation of the environmental affairs committee right after 

the parliament came into session after the war in 1992 (Kuwait Assembly, 2011). 

The Kuwaiti constitution limits the number of permanent parliamentary 

committees (Alharbi, 2005). So the creation of a permanent parliamentary 

committee requires a change to the constitution, which is a long and hard process 

(Alharbi, 2005). This is why the Environmental Affairs Committee was created as 

a temporary committee. However, the parliament has been successful over the last 

20 years in re-creating the committee at the beginning of every parliamentary 

session, which technically makes the committee a permanent one (Kuwait 

Assembly, 2011).  

 The other major environmental policy that was passed by the parliament was 

the creation of the Environmental Public Authority (EPA) in 1995 as an 

independent governmental body (Almudhhi, 2011). The law draws the guidelines 

to how the agency should be structured such as the selection of the head of the 



 
 

20 

agency (Kuwait Assembly, 2011). The law strictly requires, for example, that the 

head of the agency has to have extensive background in environmental sciences. 

The law also moves the agency from being an entity within the Ministry of Health 

to become an independent agency that has its own powers to regulate pollutants 

and oversee the industries that fall under environmental regulations (Kuwait 

Assembly, 2011).  

 A more comprehensive environmental law has been pending in the 

parliament for months and is scheduled to be voted on before the end of the year 

(Alawadhi, 2011). Dr. Aseel Alawadhi in her interview mentioned that the law was 

scheduled to be voted on in April of 2011. However, the parliament adjourned in 

June for a long summer break without voting on the bill (Kuwait Assembly, 2011). 

The parliament is scheduled to return into session in September. The interview 

with Dr. Alawadhi also brought to light the nature of the parliament’s work on 

environmental issues saying that the committee has been more active in recent 

years than before thanks to the dedication of the new members of the committee 

that are committed specifically to the mitigation of the damages of the war that are 

still present in Kuwait (Alawadhi, 2011). The credit goes largely to Dr. Ali 

Alomair who has been the head of the committee since 2008 (Alawadhi, 2011). 

Dr. Ali Alomair is a chemical engineer and an islamist but according to dr. Aseel, 

who is considered to be a liberal member, he has been instrumental in reshaping 

the committee and the whole efforts of the Kuwaiti government in cleaning the 

ecosystem from the waste left out by the war and increasing government oversight 
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on polluters and government systems such as the waste treatment plants in order to 

prevent future environmental disasters (Alawadhi, 2011).  

 It is important to mention that other members of the committee have not 

been as enthusiastic about environmental issues. Many get into the committee to 

score political points and appear in the media to be fighting for their constituents 

while they are in fact not doing any meaningful work in the committee (Alawadhi, 

2011). For example, a town in Kuwait called Om Alhaiman has been exposed to 

emissions from factories to the point where cancer rates have been increasing in an 

abnormal fashion. The members that represent the area became members of the 

Environmental Affair Committee and started publishing harsh criticism of the 

prime minister in the newspapers over the lack of regulations to cap emissions 

from the factories causing the health problems. Such moves helped the members 

electorally but when it comes to tangible results they did not do anything to draft 

laws or push the EPA to regulate industry (Alawadhi, 2011). One good indication 

of how some members use environmental issues for political purposes is the fact 

that they never bother to attend the weekly meetings of the committee even when 

they appear to be active in the media in criticizing the administration (Alawadhi).  

 So despite the fact that the parliament has been increasingly instructive on 

the environmental front, there are still some flaws in the way members deal with 

environmental issues. However, most of the blame is placed on the different 

administrations since the end of the war. There has never been any governmental 

effort to clean the affected ecosystem at all (Alawadhi, 2011). Oil lakes are still 
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untouched, around 20 ships are still sunk in Kuwaiti waters, and the soil is still 

polluted with things like uranium from the tank ammunitions used by U.S. forces 

in Kuwait during the war. 

 

 

Figure.2 samples of the untouched oil lakes from the First Gulf War captured by 
Google Earth. 

 

The failure by the Kuwaiti government to do anything about those environmental 

problems from the war made the United Nations Compensation Commission 

(UNCC) freeze the funds it granted Kuwait for environmental restoration 

(Alawadhi, 2011). The grants are valued at billions of dollars and were granted to 

Kuwait in 1991. Resolution 687 states that “Iraq…is liable under international law 
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for any direct loss, damage, including environmental damage and the depletion of 

natural resources, or injury to foreign governments, nationals and corporations as a 

result of Iraq’s unlawful invasion and occupation of Kuwait.” The resolution also 

divides claims into different categories. One of them is about environmental 

damages. The claims that are defined as “Category “F” are claims filed by 

Governments and international organizations for losses incurred in evacuating 

citizens; providing relief to citizens; damage to diplomatic premises and loss of, 

and damage to, other government property; and damage to the environment.” The 

claims arising from environmental damages amounted for $3.8 billions out of the 

$53 billion in total in reparations that the Iraqi government had to pay to Kuwait 

after the war (Leys, 2005). However, the Kuwaiti government has never put the 

funds from environmental claims into work. As a result, the UNCC froze the funds 

in 2010. In an attempt to fill in the gap the Environmental Affairs Committee in 

the parliament stepped in to take the lead on this front by visiting the UNCC in 

Geneva in person to try to correct the mistakes and get the funds back in order to 

pressure the Kuwaiti administration to start working on the restoration efforts 

(Alawadhi, 2011). 

 The inaction by the Kuwaiti administration is attributed mainly to the lack of 

interest by the government in the environment. The lack of interest is reflective of 

the Kuwaiti public in large that is largely not interested in environmental issues 

(Alawadhi, 2011). Such lack of interest made environmental priorities a place to 

score political points by the administration as well by filling leadership positions 



 
 

24 

with political appointees that have neither interest nor background in 

environmental sciences in order to win the support of parliament members on 

unrelated political confrontations. In fact, the administration appointed a person 

that does not even speak English let alone have a background on environmental 

issues to head the committee responsible to plan how to spend the UNCC funds for 

environmental restoration (Alawadhi, 2011). Another example of recklessness in 

dealing with environmental issues by the government was also the appointment of 

Dr. Salah Almudhhi in 2009 to head the EPA. Dr. Almudhhi is a petroleum-

engineering professor at Kuwaiti University. As a result, an employee from the 

EPA won a court case to take him off his position because he does not have 

sufficient background and experience on environmental issues, which is required 

by the law that established the EPA to qualify any head of the agency (Alabdullah, 

2011). The court’s decision came just one month after Dr. Almudhhi was 

interviewed for this research.  

 The information about the executive branch does not contradict what Dr. 

Salah Almudhhi said during the interview about the inaction by the government to 

clean the ecosystem after the war. He appeared to be dodging the question about 

how the agency is dealing with the long-term effects of the environmental 

problems of the war by answering in general terms about the efforts the agency is 

making to educate the public about environmental protection and the efforts by the 

agency to cooperate with the oil and gas industry to lower emissions to below 1% 

(Almudhhi, 2011). With regard to the presence of environmental policies, Dr. 
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Almudhhi reaffirmed the fact that the only major environmental law that has been 

adapted by the Kuwaiti government since the war is the creation of the agency. He 

also stressed the fact the comprehensive environmental law is pending in the 

parliament and is going to be voted on to be the next major step in environmental 

protection in Kuwait (Almudhhi, 2011). The head of the EPA also had some 

criticism aimed at the way the parliament is dealing with environmental issues. He 

stated the same problem that Dr. Alawadhi talked about on how some members 

politicize environmental issues in a way that directly hurts environmental 

priorities. He linked such politicization to the failure to pass the comprehensive 

environmental law that is still pending in the parliament (Almudhhi, 2011).  

 The legislative and executive branches of government both seemed to be in 

touch with environmental institutions around the world. The parliament was 

cooperating with the UNCC with regards to the restoration funds (Alawadhi, 2011) 

while the EPA was cooperating with the EPA in the US to adapt their regulatory 

approaches for air and water pollution with modifications that fit the ecosystem in 

Kuwait (Almudhhi, 2011). The agency adapted the regulations in 2001 and is now 

being reviewing for an upgrade in 2011 (Almudhhi, 2011).  

 The Emir Shaikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is spending some 

efforts in an independent fashion by declaring some areas as conservation areas. 

His latest effort was the launch of a marine conservation campaign called “Syniar 

4” in June of 2010. The campaign started with the declaration of the marine 

ecosystem across the Zoor area in southern Kuwait as a protected area (Alrai, 
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2010). Though such steps are important, they are not related to the problems of the 

war.  

 In summary, the Kuwaiti government adapted two environmental policies 

and is poised to pass a third one this year that is considered to be a very 

comprehensive environmental law. However, the two policies already in place 

seem to be failing to mitigate the environmental problems from the war, let alone 

preventing new environmental problems. 

Table 4.1.1 Government policies to achieve environmental objectives of 
sustainable governance in Kuwait. 

 
Policy Year 

Creation of the 
Environmental Affairs 

Committee in the 
parliament 

1992 

Creation of the EPA 1995 

Comprehensive 
Environmental 
Protection law 

Pending in the 
parliament 

Syniar 4 2010 

 

2. Institutional objectives 
 
 The only group that has been marginalized in the different branches of 

government is women despite the fact that they comprise 50% of the Kuwaiti 

population (CIA, 2009). They have been explicitly banned by law from voting and 

running to represent people in the parliament (Herbs, 2009). Laws have also been 

explicit in banning women from becoming members of the cabinet in the 
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administration and from entering the judicial branch as judges or attorneys. As 

mentioned before, gender equality in government institutions is important to 

advance environmental policies due to the different ways males and females react 

to the ecosystem. In Kuwait’s case, gender equality is important in government 

institutions because it will ensure that both perspectives are present at the decision 

making process especially when it comes to managing natural resources.  

 Things started to change in 2000 when calls for reform started gaining 

increasing momentum with organizations for this cause becoming more organized 

and active in rallying lawmakers to pass reforms that would guarantee women the 

right of to vote and run for elections. The grounds for reforms are strongly 

embedded in the Kuwaiti constitution (Alharbi, 2005). There are two articles in the 

constitution that speak about equality: 

1.  Article 7: Justice, freedom and equality are the pillars of the society. 

Cooperation and compassion bring people together. 

2.  Article 29: People are equal in their humanity. They are equal under 

the law for their rights and obligations without discrimination based on 

sex, race, language or religion. 

The parliament, on the other hand, was resistant to such calls and did not introduce 

any reforms due to the fierce opposition by Islamic groups such as the Salafis and 

the Muslim Brotherhood (Herbs, 2009). The Emir Shaikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah as a result had to step in and use his constitutional powers that 

enable him to introduce legislations to the parliament. The legislation was 
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introduced in 2005 and was passed by a 35 to 23 margin in May of that year 

(Herbs, 2009). The passage of that legislation marked the end of the exclusion of 

women from the legislative and executive branches of government. It is worth 

noting that none of the female candidates won seats in the following elections in 

2006 and 2008. In the 2009 elections 4 female candidates won seats representing 

three out of the five districts. Also, 2006 was the year when the first female 

became a cabinet member in the administration. Sine then no administration has 

been formed without the inclusion of at least one female member (Herbs, 2009).  

 The judicial branch of government is still a male-only institution. Though 

women can be lawyers on their own, they cannot be appointed as attorneys by the 

government or as judges on all courts (Buray, 2011). The basis for the exclusion of 

women is the way the law is framed. The text of the law that describes employees 

of the judiciary uses the word “men” to describe persons. There has been a debate 

about whether or not the word “men” only means males. One reason why there has 

been strict interpretation of the word is that all of the previous chief justices have 

been graduates of the college of Sharia sciences. The opposing opinion is that 

“men” is more of a general word that does not necessarily mean “males” in a strict 

gender sense. The movement in the past couple of years has been interpreted to be 

leaning more towards that interpretation. One of the most important indications is 

the appointment of Faisal Almarshad in 2011 as the new chief justice (Alabdullah, 

2011). He will serve as the chief justice on the Constitutional Court, which is the 

highest court in the country, and as the head of the judicial branch. He is the first 
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chief justice that is a graduate of a regular law school and considered to be a 

liberal. Many observers expect him to overturn many discriminatory laws as 

unconstitutional including the exclusion of women from the judiciary. The second 

most important indication is the ruling in a case that was brought to the 

constitutional court in 2010. The case was brought by Shurouq Alfailakawi, a 

female graduate of the School of Law at Kuwait University. She applied for work 

at the judiciary as an attorney but her application was rejected because of her 

gender. As a result she filed a petition that went all the way up to the constitutional 

court. In a landmark ruling, the court said that there is no legal basis for excluding 

women from the judiciary even in strict religious interpretation of the law because 

there are different religious opinions on whether or not women can serve in the 

judiciary. For now the opinion that sides with the ban on women from the 

judiciary is upheld in the country. However, other liberal interpretations could be 

held in the future to have females serving on the bench or as attorneys when the 

time is ripe for such a step (Alabdullah, 2010). The ruling is considered to be a 

good precedent for future cases that might overturn decades of discrimination 

against women in the judicial branch.  

 Another related development that might influence the movement for women 

to become part of the judiciary was the seat that Kuwait won in the UN Human 

Rights Council in May of 2011. Kuwait’s candidacy for the seat came to replace 

Syria, which was under pressure from the international community for its brutal 

crackdown on demonstrations. Kuwait’s human rights record is perceived as 
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superior to that of Syria, which eventually led to the election of Kuwait to take part 

in the council (AFP, 2011). Kuwait’s election came with the calls for 

improvements in its human rights record. One of the things that has been under 

heavy scrutiny is the exclusion of women from the judiciary. In the 

recommendations that were presented to Kuwait upon its membership in the 

council was to “Take further action and measures in order to further promote 

women’s participation in the judiciary and all other sectors of life in the country.” 

Up to June 20th of 2011, Kuwait did not fully accept the recommendation and took 

note of it claiming that there are opportunities for women to be involved in the 

judiciary as investigators and assistants to the attorney general. However, the 

recommendation was about the ability for women to be involved directly in the 

courts as judges or as attorneys (Human Rights Council, 2010). Finally, in a 

meeting that was held on July 1st of 2011, the Kuwaiti delegation in Geneva 

accepted the recommendation and stated that it will work to implement it in the 

near future (Buray, 2011). 

 With that said, women still are discriminated against in other areas such as 

marriage laws and citizenship laws (Alrefaei, 2010). For example, the offsprings 

of Kuwaiti women that are married to non-Kuwaities are not considered to be 

citizens and thus cannot get the Kuwaiti citizenship while Kuwaiti males who are 

married to other nationalities have that privilege. This is important because the 

citizenship issue defines how the offsprings are treated and the kind of government 

welfare they can receive. Kuwaiti women can also be affected by this law 
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themselves because it means that they cannot get government loans and subsidies 

for their marriage such as the government subsidized loan to buy houses for newly 

weds.  

 Also, many private businesses discriminate against women by denying them 

employment for their gender. There is no law that bans and penalizes such 

discrimination. The Human Rights Council recommends action by the Kuwaiti 

government on this front to encourage women participation in the workforce and 

ensure equal employment opportunities. The council also recommends the creation 

and implementation of a national plan for gender equality. Those 

recommendations have been accepted by Kuwait as soon as they were presented in 

September of 2010 (Human Rights Council, 2010). Since then the only major step 

to fix some of those laws has been the introduction of the Woman Law by the 

parliamentary committee for women affairs. The law fixes some of the problems 

with regards to gender inequalities in government welfare programs. The law 

passed in March of 2011 (Abdulsatar, Alotaibi, Aleidan & Alshammari, 2011). 

 In summary, the Kuwaiti government adapted 3 major policies and initiatives 

that promote gender equality in government. The first is the law allowing women 

to participate in parliamentary elections and in the cabinet. The second is the law 

that was passed in 2011 to fix some of the social inequalities facing women in the 

country. The third is the government’s acceptance of the recommendations to work 

towards gender equality in the judiciary. However, despite the fact that gender 

equality is achieved on paper in the executive and legislative branches of 
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government, women still struggle to overcome social barriers to be fairly 

represented in those branches of government. 

Table 4.2.1 Government policies to achieve institutional objectives of sustainable 
governance in Kuwait 

 
Policy Year 

Women’s right to vote 
and run for elections 

2005 

Fixing social inequalities 
in the Kuwaiti legal 

system 

2011 

The Government’s 
acceptance of the 

recommendations by the 
Human Rights Council 

2011 

 

3. Economic Objectives 
 
 Since the war ended there has been no substantial movement in economic 

policies to acknowledge environmental externalities of economic activities. The 

war resembled a setback for Kuwait’s economic development after it was leading 

the region in terms of attracting businesses and development. The calls for a clear 

national plan to put Kuwait back on the same track in terms of development 

heightened in recent years. The calls by members of the parliament were aimed at 

making Kuwait a financial center in the world to compete with other countries in 

the region such as the United Arab Emirates and Qatar. A plan was finally put in 

place in February of 2010 and a cabinet position was especially created to oversee 
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the implementation of the plan (Planning and Development Council, 2010). 

Though aggressive in attempting to take the Kuwaiti economy to a whole new 

level by 2035, the plan did not put the economic objectives in an environmental 

friendly frame, which is an indication that the main economic platform for the 

Kuwaiti government does not recognize the magnitude of environmental concerns 

and whether or not economic development could have negative impacts on the 

ecosystem.  

 One of the main goals of the plan is to decrease the dependence on oil 

production as a source for national revenue and diversify by promoting the private 

sector and human development (Planning and Development Council, 2010). Oil 

revenues have never fallen under 90% of the total national revenues since 1991. 

Such dependence on oil is considered by the businesses community and many 

political parties as unsustainable (Alsaqer, 2007). A shift toward other sources of 

revenue might mean less emissions and environmental externalities in Kuwait.  

 The plan is 88 pages long, yet only 3 pages are dedicated to discussing 

environmental issues. In those three pages, the plan acknowledges that there are 

serious environmental problems in the terrestrial and marine ecosystems. Those 

problems, however, are not linked explicitly to the war but talks about some of the 

problems from the war such as the oil lakes that have been leaking over the years 

to deeper layers and polluting groundwater supplies (Planning and Development 

Council, 2010). The environmental goals that are listed in the plan are the 

following: 
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1. Adapt a national comprehensive plan to protect the environment and 

use natural resources in a sustainable fashion. 

2.  Pass a comprehensive environmental law that sets national standards 

for environmental protection. 

3.  Bring pollution levels down to comply with national environmental 

standards. 

4.  Protect air quality. 

5.  Protect the marine environment. 

6.  Conserve and protect natural resources in the terrestrial ecosystem. 

7.  Put the necessary tools in place to fix environmental problems caused 

by factories. 

8.  Protect biodiversity and establish protected wildlife areas. 

9.  Develop the current system to penalize and punish polluters. 

10.  Encourage recycling.  

The goals seems to be very aggressive in adding environmental concerns to the 

development plan but the economic goals and the environmental goals have not 

been advancing after over a year of adapting the plan. Such failure led to the 

resignation of Shaikh Ahmad Alfahad, who is the minister in the cabinet 

responsible of managing and implementing the plan, after heavy scrutiny from 

members of the parliament (Estejwab, 2011). The resignation came also in the 

midst of government reports indicating the failure to put the plan to work 

(Estejwab, 2011).  
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 It is important to mention that the oil and gas industry in Kuwait does not 

have the as many incentives as in other countries to discard environmental 

concerns from their operations. Dr. Salah Almudhhi explains that the oil and gas 

industry is very cooperative with the EPA in Kuwait to curb emissions. They are 

sometimes stepping up their role to be the managers of some government 

programs to protect the environment. One example about how the energy sector is 

cooperative in Kuwait was their ability to reduce emissions below 1% in 2011 

despite the fact that such goal was supposed to be reached by 2013. The reason 

why the industry is different in Kuwait is because it is publicly owned. This means 

that the administration is directly involved in the industry especially in Kuwait Oil 

Company (KOC), which is the main oil company in Kuwait. The head of the 

company is also the oil minister in the cabinet. The reason why this is important is 

because that puts the company and the energy sector under the scrutiny of the 

public through their representatives in the parliament. The parliament has the 

power to question and investigate the practices of the oil industry if they deem 

necessary (Almudhhi, 2011). So in summary, the national development plan of 

2010 represents the single major policy in Kuwait that sets some long term 

economic goals while paying attention to environmental issues. 

Table 4.3.1 government policies to achieve economic objectives of sustainable 
governance in Kuwait 

 
Policy Year 

The National 
Development Plan 

2010 
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4. Social Objectives 
 
 There has been a very small advancement over the last twenty years when it 

comes to investing in human capital to promote environmental sustainability and 

investments in social capital. While the government in Kuwait provides free 

education to the public, the dominance of public schools in terms of the fraction of 

the public they attract is not well utilized to inject environmental sustainability 

ideals in the curriculum. The major environmental component that students study 

about is the environmental disasters from the war such as the fires in the oil wells 

and the oil spill in the gulf. From a personal experience as a student who grew up 

in public schools, the subject is brought up to students when they get into fourth 

grade and is mainly focused on the events of the war itself while dedicating a brief 

section about the environmental events. Another opportunity for studying 

environmental issues used to be provided in high school to students in the 

American system through an elective course that is solely dedicated to 

environmental issues. However, the course is no longer available after the 

American high school system was merged with the general system in 2006. The 

merging of the two systems took away students’ ability to take elective courses. 

 Kuwait Universities is the biggest, and up to the early 2000s the only, 

university in Kuwait. There is an environmental sciences department in the school 

of science but the department is also a geology department. The mix made the 

focus in the department on geology rather than environmental sciences. However, 
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since the Kuwaiti government allowed the private colleges to operate in Kuwait, 

some new universities have been providing degrees in environmental studies. Such 

schools include the American University of Kuwait (AUK, 2011).  

 One of the steps that could be interpreted as an investment in human capital 

that would also promote sustainability is the increase in government sponsored 

scholarships since 2009 for high school graduates to study abroad. For example, 

before 2009, the number of scholarships awarded to students to study in the US 

was around 300. Since 2009 that number went up to over 800 scholarships a year 

(NUKS, 2009). Such an increase provides an opportunity for students to get better 

college degrees than the ones provided in Kuwait while having the opportunity to 

focus on paths that promote sustainability and environmental awareness. A good 

indicator of the potential such expansion in scholarships is that my casual 

observation as a board member of the National Union of Kuwait Students - USA 

Branch for 3 years and being in touch with many students around the US is that 

almost all of the green initiatives in Kuwait in recent years have been championed 

by graduates of American universities. Those initiatives include the introduction of 

green businesses to the market and environmental campaigns. 

 Such environmental campaigns that have been growing in recent years have 

been beneficial in mobilizing social networks to focus on environmental awareness 

and environmental activism. Though most of the support comes from private 

corporations that sponsor the campaigns, government officials and agencies have 

been increasing their support and sponsorships to such activities. With that said, 
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there is no concrete national effort by the government to utilize social capital to 

promote sustainability nor a national effort to promote environmental ideals in the 

education system since the war ended in 1991. I failed to find one single 

governmental policy that would achieve such goals. 

 The national development plan of 2010 dedicated a significant amount of 

focus on investing in human capital in general by developing the educational 

system to make it competitive with developed countries. Investing in the Kuwaiti 

people is stated in the plan as one of the six main goals of Kuwait’s development 

up to 2035 (Planning and Development Council, 2010). The plan calls for 

significant investments because the Kuwaiti people are the key to a better future on 

all fronts. Such investments should come in the form of advancing the educational 

system and supporting scientific research. It also ties investments in human capital 

to investments that should be made to the already existing public healthcare 

system. Human development in the plan also touches on other issues such as 

immigration and implementing government policies that encourage the Kuwaiti 

public to go and work in the private sector (Planning and Development Council, 

2010). When it comes to developing the education system, the plan proposes the 

following: 

1.  Propose a complete overhaul of the education system on all levels. 

2.  Expose students more to nationalistic values that unite the Kuwaiti 

people. 

3.  Make the different levels of education in harmony with one another. 
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4.  Establish an independent council to evaluate the outcomes of the 

education system and propose educated fixes to the problems in the 

system. 

5.  Increase school hours especially for students in elementary schools. 

The plan calls for increase from 576 hours per student to 805 hours. 

6.  Increase students’ ability to specialize in different scientific fields 

throughout their educational careers. 

7.  Encourage the private sector to invest in the Kuwaiti people.  

Higher education is also addressed in the plan. It calls for evaluating the outcomes 

of colleges and universities based on the goals of the plan. It also proposes 

significant shift of focus and investments from liberal arts and business majors to 

scientific majors such as engineering and natural sciences (Planning and 

Development Council, 2010).  

 However, the plan does not discuss promoting environmental ideals in the 

system, which is important since this plan is the main outline of the direction in 

which the government will be going to. An indirect encouragement for students to 

be exposed to sustainability values might be the huge emphasis the plan puts on 

natural sciences and research instead of business majors and liberal arts.  

 So for the social objectives of sustainable governance in Kuwait there are 2 

policies that are not directly related to those objectives but rather either embedded 

in larger policies such as the national development plan of 2010 or the policy to 

increase the number of yearly scholarships to the US.  
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Table 4.4.1 Government policies to achieve social objectives of sustainable 
governance in Kuwait 

 
Policy Year 

The National 
Development Plan 

2010 

The increase in 
scholarships 

2009 

 

 After going through the results from each sustainable governance objective, 

it is appropriate now to organize all of them into the table that was laid out in the 

methods section: 

Table 4.5 Summary of the number of policies for each objective of sustainable 
governance in Kuwait 

 
Objective Number of policies 

present* 

Environmental 2 

Economic 1 

Institutional 3 

Social 1* 

 

* Though the social objectives have 2 policies, both of them are not directly 

related to the social objectives of sustainable governance. So each was assigned a 

score of 1/2. By adding the two policies, the final score becomes 1.



 
 

41 

Discussion 
 
 After reviewing the policies that Kuwait has adapted since the end of the 

war, it appears that the Kuwaiti government failed to put the country in a 

sustainable path by failing to manage properly environmental, institutional, social 

and economic processes so that future generations can have their needs met in 

those four areas. Though there have been significant advancements in some areas 

more than others, an overall view of the progress depicts a grim picture in which 

the Kuwaiti government failed to lead the country for 20 years after a hostile 

occupation into a future that properly addresses the challenges that were left by the 

war. Failure has been especially pronounced in the environmental arena where the 

damages to the ecosystem have not been touched. We have to keep in mind that 

following the war there was a strong sense of unity among the Kuwaiti public and 

an unprecedented political capital for the government and the opposition to start an 

era of cooperation to do big things and lead the country into a course of 

development and sustainability. The reason behind the unity between the ruling 

family and the opposition is the conference that took place in 1990 in Jedda, 

Saudia Arabia, that was aimed at resolving any issues between the two factions in 

order to press on the efforts free Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion. The conference 

led to reassurance by the opposition that they have never and will never question 

the legitimacy of the ruling family. The Emir on the other hand also reassured the 

Kuwaiti people that he will abide by the constitution and will never question the 

people’s right to participate freely in governing the country (NUKS, 2009).  
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 The Kuwaiti government did not capitalize on those events and led the 

country into a course that fails to address the objectives of sustainable governance. 

Dr. Aseel Alawadhi discussed this failure by talking about how the government 

has been merely a reflection of the public’s disregard to environmental issues. 

When asked about how interested the electorate is in environmental issues, the 

answer was zero, meaning that there is no interest whatsoever. She might 

sometimes gets one question about environmental issues once in every tens of 

gatherings with voters every month (Alawadhi, 2011). So instead of leading the 

public in those fronts it used environmental priorities to pay political favors and 

risk the health of the public and the environment for the sake of short-term 

political gains. But it also appears that the parliament did not exert enough 

pressure on the administrations to do something about the environmental 

challenges until the election of some members in recent years that are passionate 

about the environment.  

 In terms of environmental activism, the parliament members also appear to 

be hesitant to take a leading role to educate the public and bringing environmental 

problems to the media’s attention. Dr. Alawadhi acknowledges such failure of 

being more active because running on environmental issues is not politically smart 

and might risk environmental issues that they are already working on to be 

politicized when they garner more media attention. Such politicization might be 

dangerous because they are already advancing on critical fronts and they might 

risk such advancements (Alawadhi, 2011). The EPA, on the other hand, has been 
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more active in launching campaigns and sponsoring events to enhance public 

awareness about the environment and encourage environmentally friendly 

practices such as recycling (Almudhhi, 2011).  

 The recent developments, however, in mobilizing the UNCC funds again to 

restore the ecosystems that were damaged by the war along with advancements on 

other fronts, though late and incremental, might be signs that the Kuwaiti 

government will be more active in the coming years in addressing environmental 

concerns.  

 Institutional objectives of sustainable governance seemed to be the area 

where there has been the most progress compared to the other objectives after a 

heated political fight in 2005 that resulted in the integration of women in the 

legislative and executive branches of government so that women can be members 

in the parliament and the cabinet. Though only 4 female members have been 

elected so far to the parliament, it appears that the public is becoming increasingly 

accepting to the idea of electing female members. From the 5 electoral districts, 

the 4 members have been elected from the first 3 districts (Herbs, 2009). Tribes 

who organize themselves to nominate and elect people based on their tribal origins 

dominate the 4th and 5th districts. So far no tribe has nominated a female for the 

elections due to the fact that they tend to be socially conservative. Some blame is 

placed on the way the districts are drawn. They are districted in a way so that both 

of the 4th and 5th districts are where all of the tribes are concentrated. The 

movement that led to reforming the previous electoral system of 25 districts was 
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aimed at reducing the districts so that people would vote based on ideology and 

qualifications rather than tribal origins or religious affiliations. However, the new 

5 districts are still failing to eliminate the tribal biases by concentrating almost all 

tribes in 2 districts instead of diffusing them along district lines. For that reason 

there have been new calls for a new reform to the electoral system by only having 

one district but such reform does not currently have the kind of momentum that 

would get it implemented in the near future. Until then it will be very hard for 

female candidates to win from 2 of the 5 districts.  

 With regard to the judicial branch, recent developments indicate that women 

will be accepted into the judiciary very soon especially after the election of Kuwait 

to be a member in the United Nation’s Human Rights Council and its acceptance 

of the council’s recommendation to accept women in the judiciary as judges and 

attorneys. The acceptance of the recommendation was days after a new Chief 

Justice was elected with liberal leanings and a record of supporting gender 

equality. Such record was reaffirmed by a very strong press release following the 

acceptance of the council’s recommendation in which the new Chief Justice Faisal 

Almarshad explicitly stated that there no legal basis for denying women the right 

to be justices or attorneys (Alabdullah & Almuhanna, 2011). However, he 

recommended the employment of women in the judiciary as attorneys first and 

then prepare them gradually to tackle other positions. Such recommendation has 

been considered seriously by the administration in their following meetings to plan 

the final the final implementation (Ali, 2011). So all signs indicate that gender 
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equality will be achieved in all branches of government soon.  

 With that said, that does not mean that gender equality will be fully achieved 

by then. There are still numerous laws that treat women as subordinate to men 

such as marriage laws and patrimony laws. The integration of women in all 

branches of government might set the stage to broader social acceptance of gender 

equality to reform such laws. However, the advancements in gender equality have 

already started paying off especially through the female members of parliament. 

Aseel Alawadhi, whom I interviewed for this research, has been instrumental in 

advancing environmental causes in government. Things would have been different 

on the environmental front had it not been for the work she did in the 

Environmental Affairs Committee. Her role is another testament that fair 

representation in government could lead to more efforts towards sustainability.  

 The development plan that was adopted by the government in 2010 was the 

first major concrete plan that outlines the direction in which the Kuwaiti 

government is heading to in the coming years. It specifically touches on economic 

objectives along with social objectives in the future. Though it outlines many 

noble goals economically especially the attempt to diversify the pool of national 

revenue sources instead of depending on oil revenues, the plan fails to put 

economic and social objectives in a sustainability framework. As mentioned 

previously, the plan does include a section outlining aggressive environmental 

objectives including one that calls for sustainable use of natural resources, the 

environmental objectives lack details and they all comprise a very small fraction of 
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the overall plan, which is kind of an indication of how much environmental 

objectives matter compared to other things. The objectives also fail to address 

directly the failure to mitigate the environmental challenges from the war.  

 The recent events associated with the development plan indicate that the 

presence of a policy is not enough to trigger positive change. This is evident by the 

recent political turmoil that led to the resignation of Shaikh Ahmad Alfahad after 

members of the parliament brought to light many illegal practices that were 

associated with the implementation of the plan let alone the failure to implement 

some of the most important components of the plan for over a year since the plan 

was passed in February of 2010. The plan was used to build a corrupt political 

regime instead of actually developing the different sectors in the country 

(Estejwab, 2011). So without honest and transparent implementation of 

government plans in Kuwait whether they contribute to sustainability or not is as 

crucial and important as the presence of the plans in the first place. Despite the fact 

that it took the Kuwaiti government 20 years to finally propose an actionable plan 

to tackle national problems including environmental ones, the plan was not 

implemented or sometimes used to move the country backwards.  
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Conclusion 
 
 In conclusion, the number of policies that should serve the 4 objectives of 

sustainable governance is small in size and substance. There is only a small 

number of policies that have been adapted by the Kuwaiti government and they do 

not appear adequate to achieve the goals of sustainable governance. These results 

contradict my hypothesis that the Kuwaiti government did an adequate job in 

placing the country in a sustainable path. There has been minimal movement in the 

direction of implementing government policies to protect and restore the 

ecosystem in Kuwait by establishing an independent environmental agency and 

preparing a comprehensive environmental law. The development plan has been 

ineffective so far in advancing sustainable agenda in the country despite its 

inclusion of important environmental goals for the country to achieve in the near 

future. 

 Government policies also fail to completely address the other sustainability 

objectives such as social objectives by not introducing the sustainability concepts 

in human development programs. Economic objectives also have not been 

addressed properly with sustainability goals introduced at a minimal degree in the 

development plan of 2010. Finally, institutional objectives experienced the most 

progress by achieving gender equality in the executive branch and the legislative 

branch while setting the stage for a similar step in the judicial branch in the near 

future.  

 More research is required to look into the social aspect of environmental 
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issues in Kuwait by examining how the Kuwaiti public relates to environmental 

values. As mentioned in the early sections of this research, I focus on a 

sustainability agenda that is not necessarily reflective of the overall Kuwaiti 

population that might lean more towards a growth agenda. Research should 

expand on how different groups in the Kuwaiti public would react politically to 

sustainable policies. Such research might explain the reasons behind the neglection 

of any action to mitigate environmental problems form the war for 20 years.  

Further research is also required to examine the failure by the Kuwaiti government 

to enforce policies that enjoy broad public support such as the development plan. 

Since the plan has already been passed, the focus should be on the reasons behind 

the failure of implementation. This is important because it appears from the 

content analysis that was performed in this research, the presence of policies does 

not necessarily mean that the country is moving in a sustainable direction. What is 

also important is whether or not the overall system in the country and how the 

government is run allows for the implementation of such policies.  
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