
CAJ 07-28-07 Interview with Ora Temple 
 

I met Ora Temple in a bar and asked if we could set up an interview. He agreed 
and we eventually got together at the Lionesses BBQ. He’s not a big talker, but he is 
charming. We interviewed while I was volunteering and there was a lull in cafeteria. John 
was in charge of the next day Pancake Breakfast put on by the Lions Club. 
 

Colleen A. Johnson: John Jones: Pancake Breakfast in Paisley 
CAJ: How did you get involved with the pancake breakfast? 
Ora Temple: Through the Lions, in Paisley. 

 CAJ: Has it always been a part of this festival? 
OT: Yes, Yes it was. 
CAJ: How many years have you been doing it? 
OT: Off and on for five years of the last 20 years. If somebody else can’t do it that 

I do it. I took over this year because a guy was logging out of town. 
CAJ: What do you serve? 
OT: Pancakes made with a mix, sausage, eggs, coffee and juice. 
CAJ: Do you think that the pancake breakfast is an important Paisley tradition? 
OT: It’s just a part of it. It’s just something to fill in time on Sunday for the 

people. Just sobering up, you know. You’re not going to write that are you? 
CAJ: Do you always work here? 
OT: I always work here, but we have different people in charge to do the orders. I 

think I’ve missed one year from the start. 
CAJ: What challenges do you face with the breakfast? 
OT: The only challenge is the people I work with giving me a hard time. We have 

fun doing it most of the time, even if it’s early. 
CAJ: But would people be disappointed if it wasn’t here? 
OT: I think a lot of people look forward to it. I know a lot of cowboys show up. 

And a lot of people after church go.  
CAJ: Is this a big money maker? 
OT: No, we clear. Sometimes we make $100. Most times we make zero to $200. 

With the leftovers from this we feed the Mother’s day breakfast. We put the pancake 
flour in the freezer. 

CAJ: So why do you do it if its not a big money maker? 
OT: It’s just something we do for the community.  
CAJ: How many people usually come? 
OT: I really don’t know. I don’t think we ever counted.  
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