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MEETINGS

The Terrestrial Consumer Group met periodically in Seattle and
Corvallis for the purpose of establishing priorities of emphasis.
An early emphasis on the control function exerted by consumer
populations over producer populations was agreed upon within
the group. When this suggestion was made to the overall WCFB
steering group, however, they decided that year I and II emphasis
should be on inventory, with only a small amount of support
for control function by insects. Accordingly, inventory has
been emphasized for years I and II.

FIELD WORK

Although no inventory funding was provided for year I, we have
been able to begin work under other projects.

On the Thompson site, we have made inventories of breeding
bird and small mammal populations (spring and summer) and established
permanent pellet-plot sample patterns to determine seasonal days of
use by deer and elk. The pellets found on these plots will be
useful in showing the magnitude of nutrient release to the soil
from this source.

Also, a system of exclosures has been begun, to shed light
on the magnitude of pressure by herbivorous vertebrates upon the
vegetation.

Table 1 shows breeding bird pairs per 100 acres for the Thompson
site.

Table 2 shows summer small mammal populations per 100 acres
for the Thompson site.

PLANNING

In conjunction with the modelers, we are constructing conceptual
models of the relations of terrestrial consumers to the rest of
the forest ecosystem.

COORDINATION

A survey of our counterparts in other Biomes is under way,
so that we can benefit from their findings and use their data in
comparative ways.
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Table 1. Breeding bird inventory, Thompson Site (Cedar
River) , June-July, 1971.

Species Pairs per 15-acre plot

Chestnut-backed chickadee
Winter wren 4
Swainsons thrush 2
Golden-crowned kinglet 1
Cedar waxwing 1

Black-throated grey warbler 3
MacGillivray's warbler 2
Brown-headed cowbird 2
Western tanager <1
Great horned owl <1
Rufous hummingbird 1

Red-breasted sapsucker <1
Hairy woodpecker <1
Rufous-sided towhee
Oregon junco

Table 2. Small mammal inventory, Thompson Site, July, 19691.

Species
Average
weight

Weight
per acre

Number
per 100 acres2

Grains Grams

Trowbridge shrew 4.88 33.3 68
Vagrant shrew 6.36 11.1 17
Shrew-mole 8.08 11.3 14
Deer-mouse 15.97 11.2 7
Oregon vole 15.16 8.0 5

1From M.S. Thesis. Miller, Sterling. 1970. Small mammal census
studies on Thompson Site. U. Washington, College of Forest
Resources.

2Weight per acre/avg weight x 100.
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